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W fe daughter 5 others kllled when plane goes down

Byl Pat Doyle, Paul McEnroa
.and Mark Brunswick ©  _»
Sran?hbuneStaff Wm’ers

. EVELETH MINN —«’U S‘
Sen'fPaul Wellstone; the- ‘Dé-
{ mocratic popuhst Who' “Was,

- Workroii-béhalf of the:undei:
‘dog, ldied' Friday, - ‘MOrning:
when ‘his* plane- crashed in
woods on. anesota $ Tron
Range. -

Allnelght ‘people’ aboard the
-plahe iwere:killed; iRcluding:
M,Wellstones wife, SheildtWell>

Marcia Maikuson, 33,
plariehad left St. Paul: Down-

i.' ! —-'\'DHF"N!W‘IWWR”

‘known ‘for’ his impa$Sioned' il

- stone, 58, .and theéir: daughter,. :

PAUL WELLSTONE

L2 1944-2002

Date: . . .
earon: Minneapolis, Minnesota

10262002

Title:

R

town Airpost about 9:30 ‘a 11,
.Sen..Wellstone,58,.had.beens -
-on, his way to-attend a funefal,

forthe father of state Rep, Toni; -

'Rukawna, DFL-Virginia, ‘when:
it Went down about 10:22 a.m.
iti‘light’ snow aliput’ 1’/& to 2

es’ from the Eveleth It
about“l75 mlies north the-
“Pwin’ Cmes

’I‘he state camg: to a: halt for
aHing;: as Mourners: left ﬂowers
. and candles at the Wellstones'
Cathedral-Hill; condomlmum,
andi Wellstone s \campaign
’headquarters, bath in'St/Paut.’

"Political. acfivify also-came
¢ tola standst:ll"aswepresenfa-

- “The:chartered: Wnn-engme\ twes»fmm ‘Minriesota’s foiir 'cRASHconﬁnixéESﬁ*Azz.””"M
mmwtherpxlorfbund wreckage.‘
2t

ma jors artles a:d ‘their re-
jor’p P 1 'th _1“ T

m.uu\._ -~

B, POT: Vo e (e s

3pects to Welistone, ,who mad"
ariimprobablé; j ]oumeyr -from n |
‘college’ pmfesson to, activists 0™
‘theU.S; Senate '

Prayer services,were held at g
-the $taté.Capitol, in Noithfiéld}] /
‘Min., where; Weﬂstone had]
tau;{;ht pohtxcal scnence at
Carleton’, Collegé, il Evélatht
ancl at-the Coliege of»St Scho-»
Iastxca i Didiith, wheteéthe
-§¢iator; who' was eeking’
third térm, had been schedi ed
to debate.RepubhcamNorm
Coleman and (wo other&'camh«1 s
«datds . who;weres challengmg '
i for his’ Senate seat ¥

~earched
Sarintized .
Indenad i -
=iled wra

49 A= P 3630
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Sheila Wellstone

~ 58, She was equally as passionate
asher husband, She was a nation-
aly recognized advocate on do-
mestic violence. Butforemost she
; washis most trusted adviser,

v friend and companion,
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The Wellstone-Coleman
race was among the most hotly
contested and closely watched
in the country. Coleman an-
nounced that he would be sus-
jpending campaign activities,
and said that the entire Well-
stone family “has been selfless, {
public servants whe embodied
the best of Minnesota.” |
Independence Party Senate |
candidate Jim Moore and the
. Green Party’s Ray Tricomo or- l
. dered their campaigns sus-
pended; Moore's until further
notice and Tricomo's at least |

.through the weekend. ;
IRty |
1R Marcia
J @@ ©W) Wellstono
- @] Markuson, |
\ o 33, Wasa \
‘ .5y teacher. }
) re B
g . |
o MaryMe- |
§§ 'e \3 Evoy, 49.As: .
% e E
B 3 L)

1

sociate chair
vt ofthestate
\ wd  DFLParty.

Will Me-
Laughlin, .
23.Wasthe
energetic staff
member,

Tombaple, |
49, WasWel !
stone’ssoft-
spoken deputy
state drector.

Michael
Guess, 30.
Was copilot
for Executive
Aviation.

Capt. Richard Conry, 55. Pilot
for Executive Aviation,

T . -

Candidafes for the sémate
and other offices canceled ad-
vertising and appearances.

Standing outside his house
in St. Paul, Coleman compared

- their hard-fought campaign to
that of two boxers who would
try fora knockout and then hug
atthe end of their bout. ‘

“This is a terrible day for
Minnesota,” he said, “Paul
‘Wellstone and 1 were political
opponents, and that was it.
That was it. I had the greatest
respect for his passion. He was
a fighter, The people of Minne-
sota are going to miss that. I'm
going to miss that.”

Now,. state Democratic
leaders intend to choose a re-
placement for Wellstone on the

* Nov. 5 ballot, Gov. Jesse Ventu-
ra declined to say Friday

, whether he will appoint an in-

 teritn U.S. Senator to serve un-
til fanuary.

Others who died in the
crash were Mary McEvoy, 49,

. of §t. Paul, a University of Min-
nesota professor and DFL offi.
cial; campaign staff members
Will McLaughlin, 23, of St.
Paul, and Tom Lapic, 49, of
Eden Praitie, and pilots Rich-
ard Conry, 55, of Minnetonka
an?ll Michael Guess, 30, of St.
Paul. '

. Crashinwooded area

Township firefighters were

« the first to respond and were
1soon joined by 75 officers and
y Iescue workers from St. Louis
, Countyand elsewhere.

A team from the National

Transportation Safety Board,

i the FBI, and Charlie Weaver,
the state’s public safety com-
missioner, went to the crash
] site about 8:20 p.m. Friday, tak.
'ing a convoy of 10 cars as cloge
t as they could get to the scene. -

A press briefing was
pianned for later in the evening
and more information is likely:
to bereleased today.

The FBI sent a 15-person ev-
idence recovery team to the
crash site, “When thereisa U.S.
senator on board we take all the
precautions to make sure this
was just an accident,” said Paul
McCabe, an ¥BI special agent
who works in Minneapolis,

Asked whether terrorism
was suspected, McCabe re-
plied: “We have no indication
nor do we have any intelli-

‘gence information that would
iindicate this was an act of ter-
\rorism,”

St LOUIS County Sheriff Ric
Wahlberg described the crash !
site, in Fayal Township, as a |
“typical wooded area of north<
eastern Minnesota. It's very |
swampy, wet, a lot of pine
trees, It's a real unpleasant !
piece of property.” !

A pilot who searched for the
plane after it didn’t arrive on
schedule found it broken and {
burning in a wooded, swampy
area southeast of the airport.

“There wasn't much left of
the airplane ... from what [ |
could see,” said Gary Ulman,
an owner of Taconite Aviation, ‘
a private aviation firm at the
airport. “It was engulfed in |
flames.” '

There were reports of light
snow and an overcast sky dur-
ing the morning, according to
the FAA, the state climatology
office and area residents. Visi-
bility was about 3 miles, It'sun-
clearif weather played a role.

FAA spokeswoman Eliza.
beth Isham Cory said there
“didn't appear to be" any sign |
of distress during discussions -
with the plane's crew aboutthe |
approachto theairport. ;

Ulman said the pilot of the |
plane called in when it was
about 7 miles from the airport. |
He said shortly afterward, his
phone rang. Air traffic control
in Duluth notified him that the
plane hadn’t checked in,

He got into his plane to look
fortheaircraft. -

“I was following the track
that they should have ‘been l
on,” he said, “I saw smoke that
I thought was just a chimne:
fire. I thought I better go chéc
itoutanyhow...flewoverit.

Then he saw the wreckage.

The plane was burning
when sheriff's deputies arrived
shortly after 11 a.mn. and'it re-
mained burning until at least
3:30 p.m., Wahiberg said.

Authorities said they had no
plans Friday night to remove
bodies of the victims, who ap-
peared to be in, the burned fu- |
selage ofthe plane, i

Tributes comein

Ventura ordered that flags
on all state buildings be flown
at haif-staff through theé Nov. 5
election, He said Minnesotans
need to be strong and “to be

strong all we have to do is re-
member Paul Wellstone's ener- ‘

'Said President Bush, speak-
pRrE A i)
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ing’from: his ranch m Texas:
“Paul Wellstone was a man of
{deep.convictions, He-was a
plainspoken fellow who' did his
best for his state and for his
country, May the good Lord
bless those who grieve.”
Wellstone’s  Web  site,
http: Ilwww.wellstone .01, re-
placed all of its campaign con-
tents with ‘a two-paragraph
1 message printed on a white
background. It tead, in part:,
“Paul Wellstone was 'one of a

and conviction, in d world that
has too little of either. He was
dedicated. to helping the litile
latty, in a business dominated,
by the.big.guys. We who. had
the’ prwllege of working with
him hope that he will be. re-

*day: ag 4 champion for peopie ?
Outsrde Wellstone's cam-
| fﬁce, people left flowers

signsin tribute to the sena-
‘tor. who had originally pledged
to serve only two terms in
Washmgton, D.C,, but changed :
hhﬁf r(ritmd and decided to seek a,
thir

pIace a80aboiit:2/000 peaple
-gathered-at the state.Capitol '
‘undéi overcast skies for a me-
monal service.

4 Campalgn voluiteers, legis-
lators and | citizens not active iy
polmcs were among those
 gathéred for the, quickly ar-
ranged memorial,

-~ Roger, Moe;’ the DFL candi-
date for" governor, urged those;
in attendance to do a good’
deed}Fnda
'homeless shélier of help some-
onewlio is out of work.

“You tell them a friend of
fyours died today,” he said, his
vowe crackmg “Tell. them,

was your [riend, tog.” ™

kinid. He was 2 man of pririciple .’

mcmbered -as he:lived every

A similar outpourmg took

0" volunteer at a-

tivist. staxted in 1972 when he
! he!ped form a group called the

taking him to his Duluth stops
and then back again to the Eve-

. Organization far a BétterRice-~leth au'port by 9 p.m. “We got

' County. Along with students
- from' Carleton, he canvassed
' Northfield to find out how
, much housing there was in the
' city for’its low-income resi-
-dents,

" Heinvited low-income peo-

, ple, the elderly and sympathiz-

1 ets like Patti- Frifz t0 meet so
they. could talk.about the is-

! sues.

' “We.were the hands, even
thé:brains, and Paul was the

'Heart,”the. cheerleadcr,” said
Fritz, who now lives in Fari-

«bault-and is running for-the-

 State Legislature. “He con-

vinced us that little people like, *
j us could make things appen if
ywe worked together, stood, up .

, for ourselves.
,* ! “Healways had so much en-
€rgy, so much faith in' pegple;
i He just never gave Ap. He
! taught Ut bé tenadiolis,”
N i Fritz saw Paul and, Shella
ellstone; on-Saturday: when
| they attended a fundraiser. for
Her candidacy.

; “Heusaid:the same*thmgsc
Saturday that he did back in
'73: We can do amazmg things
together that we can't do sepa-
, fately, and we have to stand up
i for each other, That's what he
: atways believed. That s how he
,l_wed ”

! In 1990, Welistone sur-

pnsed most polxt:cal observers

- first by winning.the Deimo-
cratic party's endorsement for
the U.S. Senaté and then by de-
feating the incumbent, Repub-
lican Rudy Boschwitz; _
! " He- deféated Boschwitz
dgainin 1996,
. " Lisa Pattni.had arrived at
' the Eveleth airport at 10 a.m.,

“You-didn't know him, but- -tie} 1 f makmg sure she was there ear;.

il ' ly. She was scheduled to be
Weilstdne s career as an ac-, I Wellstone's driver for the: day,

‘there a half-hour. early,” said
Pattm, who lives in nearby Vir-
ginia.

For.more than seven years,
she had been Wellstone’s
‘northern Minnesota director.

But as she bneﬂy describéd
her ‘arrival and wait for an air-
plane that would never arrive,
‘Pattni paused on the tele-
phone, and said she did not
wantto continue talking.

At Peter's Grill in downtown,
Minneapolis, -an’ entourage of.
30 people led by U.S. Sen. Ted
Kennedy, D:Mass., arrived. at
:8:30 aim. Kennedy, had been in
the Twin Cities, campalgnmg
for Wellstone, and Andy Atsi-
dakos, a co-owner. of the res-

. taurant, said someone had vis-

ited Thursday and, dsked if the
restaurant could handle a,big
crowd. .

~4wellstoite)- was.supposed'
to be here.with Ted Kennedy,
‘but he went off,!* said'Peter At
sidakos, Andy’s cousin and.co-
ownef:

" Lafer:iri-thé/morning, Kens
nedy was, speaking of his Sen:
ate colléague at Boston Scien-
tific Corp., still linaware of the -
tragedy. ,

. “Give Paul a lhelpmg]
hand," he told a gathenng;of
workers at the company’s: Ma-‘i
plé Grove facility, “He’ really
‘makeés:a. différefice afd,weé re-
‘ally niged hifin the Senate” * ~
“He said Wellstone’s- "strong'
effort and good work” was “in--
dispefisable” in passing legisla-
tion in the final moments,of’
the inost recent.congréssional:
session that will help Minnesg-
ta’s $6.billion medical device
industry, The bill, which Bush
is expected to'sign; will stream=
‘line-the-regulatory process for
new produot approvals

. werermaking calls.and. domg

Kenriedy said. i

Hours later, Kermedy ;omedi
‘former‘Vice-President-Walter! |
Mondale, U.S. Rep. Betty Mc-}
Co!lum, D-Mifin., and Moé in:
mourning the death of thei
Wellstoneés, his aides and the'
prlots.

“We'll miss you,. Paul, and‘
we will never forget you,” Keh-
nedy said before a throng of re=
porters on-the street.corner:
outside Wellstone’s' campalgn
headquartersin St Paul, * -

People gathered outside the!
headquarters as_ thé news:
spread, and: Kefinedy and.
Mondale walked around the:
office,. consoling the stafﬁ!
members' ahd volanteers: who

other tasks ftlt:;.tltdare part of a-
campaign’s final day: e’
“Senator Weilsione “has|
logged fens of: thousands: of:
mites:in, sinall planes.with hisj
trusted pilot and co-prlot and a;
iplaiie. e has been in dozen's of
trmes,” said Jeff Blodgett. Well-:
stone’s campargn'manager and]
a longtime confidante.: LH's ani
‘Barth- “shattering event. An un-
‘believable trigedy.on s6;many!
Jevels., We're all gricving, The}
unthinKable i§ whatitis. 2=~ *
‘Ina-press ‘statement, the:
Green Party’s Tricomo’ saxd T
‘have no words to* express my:
sorrow’ at this tragic turn of
-events. I can tell you that I'ad-
mired Paul. and' Sheila's;pas-,
sion and love for the people of!
‘Minnesota. Both of them were:
a voice for the voiceless, and :
their passing will be felt deeply. '
“Bven if wé dtsagreed -enah
number of i issues,, he was a;true)
-inspiration.” , |

— The wﬂters canbe reached at,
StareNews@s rartribune. com.
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.2, The plane crashed on apprdach 2° . «
mies from the Eveleth-Virginla Munkcpal |
Alport. All elght aboard were Kled,' =+ =
— 3.The senator was,
scheduledtofiyts
Dututh later- Fridgy, v

LWellstone's filana flew otit:
of St. Paut Aiport on Friday
jooming about9:30 aam. - .
Mark Boswel and Ray Grumney/ $tafTrbuné
Reporting by Constance Nelson and Jae Friedmana "

S
' ' : P.w#i’rovidec:zbyigs.g-w;{.
\ ne Waiit down In ' to 2miles from the Eveleth- 1 |
v from the air of the'ci ' i ‘ ane Want down Infight snow about 1% ! )
Avlewfrom the alr of the ciash wreckage. The cl;_acrﬁtggedtwitn-enginap t | I
hlrport, ahoiit 175 miles north of the Twin Cities,

e e




-,

s R 1 Y
. oy

1 - N RadlardSennotVStar Trbung
‘AtaState Capltolvlgi! Friday, Wellstone campa!gn manager Jeff B!odgattgrla\fed with hls wif; Emliy, and thelr son, Tim.
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FEW CLUES: Investigators have found
no explanation for the plane’s sudden
change of course after a routine flight.

BY HANNAH ALLAM, TODD NELSON,
' PHILLIP PINA AND C_HARLES mszswsm

- ST.PAUL PHONEERPRESS

' began to drift off course at least:two minutes
" before it crashed, the first,sign of trouble in

tion, officials said Sunday,
: With much of the plane reduced to ashes
by the devastating impact and-ensuing fire,

hoped-were clues in figuring out why the ab-
craft swerved and.dove to the ground, killing

of the engines, "propellers and other equip-
ment.

the cockpit, part of the altimeter and possibly
part of another gauge,.

Wellstone, 58, was headed fo a funetral with
his wife, Shexla, 58, and daughter, Marcis, 33.
' The others on board were campaign staff
members Tom Lapm, Mary McEvoy and Will

See CRASH, Puge8A

Officials focus on

The plane carrying Sen. Paul Wellstone'

theﬂ:ghtandoneﬂlatsofarhasnoexplana-

investigators siftéd through debris by hand -4=3
Sunday, colletting even dimesized-items they - [z

Wellstone and-seven others Friday morning. -
In addition to combing over maintenance re- ¥
cords, officials are determining’ the condition-

So far, the effort has yielded a few pieces.of -

-plane that crashed near Eveleth on Fri-

b ok

kus ium ‘

e

AMHMONE] ASSOCATED PRESS

Federal Investigators on Sunday, sift
through the wreckage of the twin-engine .

day, killing Sen. Paul Wellstone along
with his wife, daughterand five others,
Clues to the cause of the crash haVe beén.-
slow to emerge.
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ICRASH | No evidence of any problems during flight

i

From Page 1A

McLaughlin; Capt. Richard
Conry and co-pilot Michael
“Guess. All were killed

Remains of the victims
‘were t0 be released to their
families as soon as autopsies
are complete,

i 'The flight, which left the
Twin Cities at 9:37 am. Fri-
Ida\:,r, had been routine wuntil
its final minutes, according to
;a reconstruction of the flight
based on radar data reviewed
by investigators from the Na-
“tional Transportation Safety
Board.

l

At 10:18 aun., the pilot got
|Clearance to land at the Eve-
1leth-Virginia Municipal Air-
'port, lined up the aireraft
with the runway and was
heading straight west, Every-
thing appeared routine, said
Carol Carmody, acting NTSB
jchairwoman,

“There was no evidence on
'the confroller’s part or from
the pilot's voice that there
was any difficulty,” Carmody
said of the last conversation
,between the pilot and the
Eground, “No reported prob-
lems. No expressed concern.”

. Something changed in the
next 60 seconds, bhecause at
10:19 am. the twin-engine air-
craft began drifting slightly to
,the south, radar showed. The
last appearance on the radar
came about two minutes later
as the plane was just north of
the crash site's east side.

“A normal landing would
have continued heading
straight west,” Carmody said,
“We find the whole turn curi-
ous.”

Carmody said investigators
lﬁ looking for clues concern-
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A photo of Sen, Paul Wellstone (right) and his campaign
worker Will McLaughlin was placed as a memorial at the
site of the plane crash that killed Wellstone; his wife,
Sheila; his daughter, Marcia Wellstone Markuson;
McLaughilin; and four others Friday.

¥ The de-icing boots on the
plane's tail and wings and
whether they were working
and whether the pilot had
used them. At 10:01 am., the
pilot was cleared to Eveleth
and, given an .advisory con-
cerning reports of icing be-
tween 9,000 and 11,000 feet.

= The engines, removed
from the crash field Sunday
and taken to the airport, and
to what extent they were
working when the plane
crashed,

® The propellers and their
condition.

® An airport landing bea-
con, owned and maintained
by the state, that the FAA
found to be slightly cut of tol-
erance Saturday and was re-
testing Sunday,

m The plane’s maintenance
records and the pilots® re-
cords. Carmody said a review
of the maintenance records,
still incomplete, had twrned
up nothing unusual. She said
she had received no inforina.
tion on the pilots.

NTSB officials estimated
they wowld spend three to five
more days on-site,

=g
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The crash site is so densely
wooded that the area was
dark even though the sun was
shining Sunday. The plane is
mostly ashes; part of the tail
and part of the right wing ap-
peared to be the only recog-
nizable pieces.

In about a S0Hoot radius
around the craft, the ground
was charred. Purple tape was
attached to trees that had
damage from the plane. One
had been hit by a propeller.
The descent. of the plane into
the trees was visible, a trail
indicating a fast dive after the .
plane injtially struck the
trees,

|

For several pilots, Friday’s :

tragedy brought back memo-
ries of the 1993 crash near
Hibbing, in which 18 people

died. In both crashes, the:
. pPlanes encountered bad

weather and were flown by !
two-pilot teams of a veteran

airman and a co-pilot with far |
fewer hours logged in the air, |

After a six-month investiga- |
tion into the Hibbing crash
that brought out contentious
details about the conduct of
the pilot and inexperience of’
the co-pilot, the NTSB ruled’
the crash was caused by sev-.
eral factors, Among them ,
were pilot error and the fact .
that the plane lacked certain
bieces of safety eguipment,
that have long been standard
on larger aircraft.

What the pilots in Friday's
crash discussed i their final'
moements will remain a mys-!
tery because the plane was |
not equipped with a cockpit!
voice recorder. Although the!
plane was not reguired by |
law to have one, a recorder,
would Jikely have helped in-
vestigators, who may have
liffle to go on because of the
heavy damage to the aircraft.
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Wellstone’s death leaves
Coleman campaign in box

ST. PAUL, (AP) ~— Sen. Paul Wellstone's
‘death has his opponent, Republican .Norm
Coleinan, in.a tough spot. _

- If Coleman. résumes his campaign téo soon,
he could face a public backlash. If he starts
100 late, he risks being swamped-while sitting
on the sidelines, Meanwhile, he’s not certain
‘who his opponent will be, - .- “a :

' “Houdini couldn’t'get out of this box,” said,
Larry Jacobs, a political science.professor at
the University of Minnesota, *Quite-apart from
his gwnl sense of loss, which I believe is Very
genuine, he is hand-tied.” .
-"Coleman discussed his dilemina with
reporters Sunday, standing out:
.side in the-cold about. half a-

sion station. N
i “There will be a campaign,

the former St.-Paul:mayor; . -
. ‘Minnesotans:still:nged time’
to grieve, he said. A memorial
service.is scheduled for Tues--
day evening, which Coléman
plans to attend, Sometime after

that, a campaign will resume,

" But Coleman’'has to sciap the
past year -and a‘half of work
building a. campaign against’

- 7
out'a new message against an | there.”
opponent who could have a big]

sympathy vote. .
“Jacobs said Coleman should

talk abdut Wellstone and how

they differed on policy, but had.
similar ‘principles.- It ‘was a‘path Coleman
appéared-to be starting down.on Sunday.

- “Paul Wellstone was a good man. He was
my political opponent, He made me-a.better
candidate. T loved going to those debates
because his passion, his:fire, he made.you bet:
ter,” Coleman.said, “In this business, you ¢an
disagree ‘philosophically. Lalways’ believed

Paul and I:had the same.end; we wanted the

candidata

» same things for-families. We just disagreed,

how to get there.”

: The last poll in the, race; taken shortly after
Wellstone spoke out against a resolution
authorizing military force, against Irag,.showed

Wellstone opening a slight Jead in, the race.for;

the first time.

~ *Strom added, “If he’s-aot- ot there-car-

“Paul-Wellstone.was a gfope
mile from Wellstone's .cai,.'| godd: man, He was my-
Paign headquarters at‘a televi- | political opgdonent. He
( ’ made me a better can-
didate. | loved gnjng to
but now is not the'time,” said;| those dehates
| his passion; ‘his fire,:hepared -and’ready-to serve:thet
‘made'you hetter..In:* — next® - !six.. “years,”
this business, you can, sbokesman Bill Walsh.
disagree philosophical | 1With a.one-vote margin in
{:‘{ I always believed
Faul and | had the
same end, we wanted
the sdme things for
families. We just dis-

Wellstone. He also must figure | 2greed how to:get opponent, Mondale.

Norm Cotamgn‘
Republican (LS. Senata )

s

i ! ’ , caba A v’
Coleman’s supporters said it would be unfain
for voters to"blame Coleman for resuming hi

{indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.}

1o]a&lacos.

(hesolor
e M by Neus

1 {-GA -0 - LB

campaign. | L

. “He’s been utterly disarmed by somethin§
over which he has no control,” said Davi
Strom; legislative director for the Minnesota
Ta:;)péyers League: "It is an il_npossibiie position
to be in.” - '

paigning vigorously on' Wednésday morning,
‘hie’s letting his supporters down.2 ~ "
- Coleman may not know his strategy yet; hut

.

7

-the Republican Party-is preparing a message
that presumes the Democrats will choosé Wal-
ter Mondale' to replace Well-

":“This is-a. choice between
the past and the fuiure —
between soniedne who. hdd
had a place in’ the Senate
decades ago and a guy pre-

acause

said]

the Senate, the Tace also has
. the rapt attentiori 0f Washing-
ton, and national political fig-
Jutes wasted no time on Sun-
day burnishing the images of
Coleman ,and his possible

' .On-CNN’s “Late’ Edition,”
‘Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah,
Jpraised Coleman’s work as
mayor of St. Paul and said he
* was “very highly thought of by
" both Republicans.and Democ-
rats:” . )
Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev,, took exception to
-that,.saying Coleman had conducted “the most-
negative, derogatory” U.S. Senate campaign.
“He,, until ‘Pau]l ‘was announced dead ...
-stood for everything that Paul was-against. He
‘wag against-everything.Paul was for,” Reid
said. .o "
Jacobs said Coleman’s future beyond the
election depends on how he hangdles the néxt
several days.,

l"

v

future ahiead of him..... It's very important at

-«thi§ Stage that he conduct himself in an hon- {
- orable way,” Jacobs said.,,“Campaxgnmg as ¢

usual would.be 4 real mistake.”

{.. "

“He's-a-pretty young guy, he’s got a-long.} .
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E I N i Suspicious package at
Jo

Capitol was noisemaker

| ST. PAUL, Minn, (AP) — A suspicious
: 0 package that a bomb squad was called to
» investigate Sunday at the state Capitol turned
- Gp ’ ; OUI} to be a leflover noisemaker from an anti-war
rally.
& The bomtb squad was called to the Capitol
S after a groundskeeper reported a suspicious tin
covered in tape on the south steps of the
building.
It turned ouf to be a coffee can with pinto
o beans — a leftover noisemaker from an anti-war

rally Saturday at the Capitol.
“It was like the homemade noisemakers you
, o ga;tke for your kids; said St. Paul Police Sgt. Ted
iliet. [

L

AP photos
. Republican U.S. Senate candidate Norm . .
Coleman leaves a morning television program | Memorial service set

with his wife Laurie, in St. Paui, Minn., Sunday. for Wellstone: staffer
Coleman was scheduled to run. against Sen, MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — A memorial service

Paul Wellstone, D-Minn,, who died in a plane . -
 crash Friday. ! ' will be held Monday for Tom Lapic,.a member of

£).S. Sen. Paul Wellstona's staff who was killed
in a plane crash with the senator and six others
on Friday.

Tha nondenominational service will be held at
AR Pax Christi Catholic Community in Eden Prafrie
at7 pam.

Lapic, 49, served as Wellstone's right-hand
man, prepping him for speeches and debates.

Lapic had worked with Welistone for 10 years
and quit his job as deputy director in the slate
Senale office two weeks ago to join the

\ J 3:\ \*f *'\_ campaign full-time.

Lapic is survived by his wile, Trudy.

A
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\} ‘ { | starTribune endorses
, Penny for governor

ST. PAUL (AP) — Editorial writers at the Star
Tribune of Minngapolis endersed Tim Penny of
the Independence Party for governor.

In an editorial appearing in Sunday editions,

1
! the newspaper said It has admired Penny’s
; ¢ leadership and Minnesota has benefited greatly
, fromit. _
Minnesota Democratic Party Chalrman Mike Penny, & former Democratic congressman,

has helped Gov. Jessa Ventura since his 1998
Eg;ﬂgﬁg:& desﬂ, 3 esr?:tzksc ant:ill‘f:!ez::g NV;:,L': upset in the gubernatorial election. Panhy's work

Col hil d with Ventura shows he'll bring a centrist
oleman while passing during a morning | approach o policy, without Ventura's bad-boy
televigion program in St. Paul, Minn., Sunday. persona, the newspaper sald.
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(Mount Cl"ppmg in Space Below)

‘BY CHARLES LASZEWSKI.
iv Pioneer Press

U S."Sen, Paul Wellstone and the"
deven others killed In'a plane erash
Qct.25 died from the impact, not the
:fire (that 'later . -engulfed the - plane,
‘ the:St. Lotifs County medical exam-
iner'said Wednesday,

Dr. Thomas Unelni; :St. Lofis
-County’s. chief .medfcal examiner,
sald heifiled the death certificates
Monday Ia-all-éight cases, hé listed
the' ‘cause ‘of death. as- “traumatic -
mjury dueto, orasa consequence of,
an aviation crash with fire,” e said. *

The ‘finding’ {3 not ‘expected to
have an effect on the mvestigation
iInto why thé ctash occurred,

Uncini said hi§ earlier examina-
tions of the pilots had ruled out any,
type of medical condition such as a’
| heart atlack or a stroke: In addition,

Med,mal exarmnerahsts cause of death

» el nd -

; Al
no one ‘suffered ‘from a: gunshot
wound, he said.

“T Iooked,” he said. “I X-rayed ail
the, bodies .and I-l6oked - for: bullef :
fragments.?

The: .determination took: more
.thah three weeks: after thé crash,
‘just outside Eveleth because the fire
-destroyed so much of the bodies and |
because he hoped the Federal Avia-
tiori Administration - Iaboratorya in
Oklahoma City could work with' ts:
sue from the bodles to determine if
anyone survived the initial crash

“The-lab was unable to do tests
-on the ] passengers, who.were more
-consumed by the flames«than thé
pilots, Uncini 5aid. He was able to
obtain‘some blood: froni the pilots,
and thelab confirmed:there was no-
carbon? monoxide in’ the blood

{
CRASH INVESTIGA’I‘ION. 38,,,.....

o
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into ﬂame. All aboand perished, including
Wellstone; his wife, Sheila; their daughter,
Marcla’ Wellstone Markuson' ~campaign |
staff members Tom- Lapic, Maxy McEvoy..
and Will' McLaughtin; ‘and ‘pilots ' Capt.
Richard Cofiry and Michael Guess..

" The..National ‘Transportation Safeiy
-Board has been investigating the cause
of the crash: Paul Schlamm;a spokesman
for the board, said the! ‘medical. examm

(continued)

meaning they had died before they could
inhale any smoke. Uncinl concluded that
: alt the victims died from the impact,

) The plane crashed about 10:20 am.
H while making its, final approach at the

+ Crash iﬁvestigatidﬁ

m'e!eth Vh'g{rua airport in norl:heastem
. Minnesota. For some reason, the’ plante
turned south, rather than ‘continuing
west the final several miles to the|lind-
..Ing strips~ ¥

It crashed:into a heavily wooded bog
about fwo miles from the airport and burst

‘ c!aszewsk:@pwneemress com or
| (651) 228-5458, .

['er’s_cause of ‘death doés:not® affect the-
investlgatlon. Theré. is nof.hing hew' tc
‘Feport on the investigation, he added, as
investigators pore over the data ,they.
“have collected. It will be months’ before
| the safety board issues a report.

i~
ro

Charlés Laszéwski can be reached at
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By Larry Oakes'
Star Tribuie Northern
Minnesota Correspondent

DULUTH — Thé pilots
killed with Sen.. Paul Well.
stone and five others on-Oct,
25 didnot die. fromthe fite
that followed the plane crdsh,
Si.'Louis County’ me,dlcal ex-
aminer Thomas Uncini said
Thursday.

‘However, contrdry 'to-a
newsrepoit circulated Thurs-

But cause of passengers’deaths isn't definite yet

been ruled out as a factor in
the deaths of.the:plane’s pas-
sengers, who included Well-

‘stone’s wife and daughiter, two
‘cainpaign §taff meémbeys and.

astafe DFL Party official,

“'m still' working to see if
the fire did contribute in some
way to the deaths of some of
them,” Ungcini saidina. phone

‘interview from his office m
:Hibbing,

“1 think they.died from the
ctash, butwhetheér of not they.

‘day/!Uncini-said ﬁre hasrnot . died 1mmed|atelyommpacms_w

knllle(ofl Wellstone pilots .-

’ soqlethlng I'm still workmg
on.”
Uncini said that ‘desp:te
the still-pending investiga-
tion, he completed death cer-
tificates Monday for. all elght
victims, because families
need the certificates as soon

as possible to-proceed with
settling affairs of the de-
ceaged,

cteT

CRASH contiriues of BT:
— Five gfeightdeath:-.

a ta

certificates filed wi ith state:

ICRASH from B1.

However, only five of those
certificates were on file-with
the state on Thursday, Officials
said death certificates normal-
Iy;are passed from medical ex-
aminers to, funeral directors,
who add démographic infor-
manon and then file the certifi-

partmient of Health, which has
counties..

were for Paul and Sheila Well-
stone; their.daughter, Marcia
‘Wellstone Markuson;.copilot
Michael Guess,-and DEL Party
official Mary McEvoy.

+On each certificate the

Cdccident,”.and.the.cause of
déath is listed as “traumatic in-

; juries — secondaxy to;axrcraft
w crash with fire. i
|5, Unéini said he:chose’ 2 thosé

cafes with the Minnesota De-
an ¢lectronic system shiared by

‘The five certificates filed-

nfanner. of death is listed' as’

W

_,... .

Hiveof 8 death. cert;fzcates
have been filed with state -

words so that they could en-

‘compass fire as a contributing
" factor in tie deaths of the pas-
sengers, if that turns cut to be,

the case,,

Ona line indicatinig the:in-
terval of time it:took deathi-to
occur, Uncini wrote; “mo-
ments” on all five cemﬁcates
The time of death is listed as
10:30 a.m. — the appraximate
time the crash site was found
—onall five.

Uncini previously has said
that in most crashes fike this
one, traumatic in

in good health and:that he
didn't detect any physical ail-

ments,, gunshot wounds or.
other, injuries-that could have

causéd the crdsh.

He also has, said previously ,

that toxicology tests on’ chief

~ ‘pilot Richard Conry.wereineg-

ative for alcghol or commo y
abused dru 5, s

Uncini, rcvcaied Thursday-

that copilot Guess also tested
negatwe for alcohol, However,
the condition of his body made
tests for other drigs or chemi-
cals more difficult; and those
tests still are pending, he said.

In his effort to'determine, if
‘fire caused or contriblted-to
the deaths of thé crash victims;
Uncini sent tissue samples. to
the Federal Aviation-Adminis-
tration laboratory in Oklahoma
City, and aked"that .they be
tested for the presence of car-
bon monoxide,

Uncini said’ Thursday that
the lab was able to perforri the
test.on the. pilots' tissues, but

injuries are them ~not on: those of the passcngers
cause of death, He's alsé said* .
that the pilots appeared-to be .

“negative, allowing Uncini to
‘fule out fire as a cause of theiy]

. Thie restlt for the pilots was)

deaths. +

“The FAA was not able todo
they passengers for me,” Uncini
said. “I'm-trying to get themito
anothet lab that has 4 process}
they.think might work It could
take weeks.”’

Officials from.the Nauonal
Transportauon ‘Safety Board
continue to investigate the
crash, ‘which occurted as the
plane made its final approach;
to the Bveleth-Vrgxma a:rport
A report stating the probabg!
cause of the crashis not ex-
pected for Several months.

A

— Larry Oakes Is at
loakes@startribune.com., ..
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" day.

Pilot worked

ASSOCATEDPRESS” . . -
MINNEAROLIS =~ ’The

: pilot- who*' captamed ‘Sey.

Paul Wellstones fatal? flight

. worked 73 night shift at-his

‘second job'as a nurseton:top

_ of &' flight assignment. earlier

the day before the:crash, the
Star Tribune reported Sun

'The, newspaper sa1d thé
National Transportatmn
Safety'Boaid is mvesngatjng
Richard, Conry's schiedule'in
the ‘ddys before the crash —
and how it iay have. affected
the 55-year-old’s fitness to fly:

Conxy's. prevmusly “undis--
- closed: -four-houy nursmg

.shift at a:Twin 'Cmesahospl
tal ended betweén 9-and 10;
p.m. tlie.night before the Fri-
day,. Qct. 25 crash, That shift,
followed ‘ail {whexpected:

" 310-9:30 ‘am. rovnd-tiip flight

by Conry between St. ‘Paul;
and ‘Bismarck, N.D; -éaxlier
that Thursday.

“The Star: Tribiine also said'
Oonrys aitesing. job. was, a
factor- in,ihis rejection;as:a-

- pactdime pilot candidate. at. | o iinc vraer investigation.

Aviation' Charte Inc. of

EdeanmnemfaHZOOO-

accordmg- to a former, chlef
pilot. at- the.company. -Conry.
eventually was h:red in-April
2001,

The amount of sleep Conry
got before the-fatal flight is
important because fatigue

contributes-fo up to onethird- -

of ali fata} transportation ac-

+ cidents, said-Dr. Mark Maho-

wald, director of the
anesota Regional Sleep
Disorder Center.

Mahowald said Conry‘

’ ‘probably was impaired.by an

‘faccumulated” “sleep loss

problem" while ﬂymg Well-

o

mgﬁﬁ before fatal
s&m&e flight

i
i

"It shard to.imagine
hia was not sleep- :
depnved

DR !MARK MAHOWALD;. .
dxrector of theMinnesota Reglonat
Sieep Dasorder Center, speakmg
of the pliot'of Sen. Paul

. Wallstone's fatal flight: -

\ -

stone:.

“It’s hard to imagine* he
was 1ot sleep-deprived,” Ma-
-howald said after hé was.told
-about. Conry s early mornihg
ﬂ1ght’ to ‘North Dakota’ and
his.’ Thursday mght nursmg
work:;

Conry and co—pllot Mlchael
+Guess :took .off at 9:20.am.
iQct, 25 for ‘a ‘scheduled

14-hole. drip. The itrip.ended
in Eveleth at 10:22 am.; when
#he twili. turboprop. ng Air

A100 crashed and’ burned 2

-iiles; short of, the. runway.
Al eight people aboard were

‘killed;; including Wellstone's -

“ife and daughter. The cause
Dave Wﬂlman, A oonsul

tant ‘to Avxatxon Charter,.

_Said he.was not, aware that
“Conry worked. the night be-
fore he flew Wellstone .

“T«don’t believe the coi-
pany, knew that -he.’had ia
nursing job, ” Willman saldq

- Elizabeth Isham Cory; ‘a
spokeswoman for the Federal
Aviation’ Admlmstratmn
said the10-hoir rest require-
ment doesn’t prevent ‘pilots
from workmg a nonaviation
-job. She'said it wouldn't be il-
legal for a pilét to'work a see
‘ond"job; even' if the work, is

thm 10.houts of a takeoﬂ}

-
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BY CHARLES LASZEWSK_I ‘
and RICK LINSK
Pioneer Press

-~ ~In"thé] aftermath of the ‘fiery
crash that killed US. Sen. Paul
Wellstone and seven others Oct: 25,
near Eveleth, Minn, much- of thé
Jattention, “at least publicly, has
focused on the trouibled past of
chiefpﬂotlhchard Cenry o

'I'he 55-year-old’ .Nﬂnnetorﬁ(a
man’s background has ralsed geye-

brows, including- questions about
his flying experience, moonlighting

at a second job, a felony.fraud con--

viction and an allegation that he
sometimes treated passengers to
“risky maneuvers )

To i many, who knéw Conry, his-
bhackground made hir 4 surpnsing-

choice to be flying Wellstone, his

family and'aides during the closing.
-- ~days of the Senate campaign.

Severi weeks after the crash,

those familiar with suchtinvestiga-

tloris and .aviation safety say
Conry’s past problems and other
ididsyncrasies are probably not to
blame, Fedéral :fnvestigators are
probably zeroing in on possxble
jeing on the, afrcraft and how the

.chief pilét Spent his final days,

"The National Transportation

Safety Board, which is conducting

the official inquiry into the ¢rash of.
the Beech King. Air A100 ~has not

) publiciy ru!ed out any cause. How-
-ever, experts \who have. revlewed

crashes for the NTSB and the Air
Force suggest the near-freezing

conditions in northern Minnesota |-
_could have caused the plane to

drift off course. g

Paul.Czysz, an aviation éxpert
with decades of experience inplane
crashes and Investigations, echoed.
other. experts when he sald that if

.no mechanical failures are detected,

[

icing becomes alead suf;pect.

am—

-CRASH !NVE_S’I‘_IQAﬂON, 9A 7
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Pilot Richard Conry “just
wanted to be in the air,”
said one man who flew
with Conry. *tt'stugh to ]
sheheve he crashed.”

\
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| “Even a little ice can get you ||
" into a stall,” said Czysz, a pro- \

fessor emeritus at the St. Louis
i University Department of Aero-
space and Mechanical Engineer- |

| ing. “You already are at a mini-
_;na] speed. In landing, an eighth |
l_' of an inch (of ice) is a disaster.-

! Yee can cover ... in the blink of
[ Eneye o

.| Safefy board investigato
| plready have reported that
; Conry and co-pilot Michael
% G}uess were advised of feing that
' Way at 5,000 to 11,000 feet, and
| they took the plane higher to
- avoid it But the ground temper-
ature at'Eveleth was only a few
Hegrées above freezing, which
Czysz sald could actually wors-
en any; fcing problems. Other
fnvestigators noted that just as;
Swimmers might suddenly hit,
area' of water 'that.is notice-
ably colder thiat the rest of a

———mn b rat—— e e i e

the sky?
The wings and tail of thel
g Alr "A100 are cquippedr
with ice boots, which can be! !

Inflated to burst heayy accumu- |
Jations of ice. However, they are!
ost effective when the ice is
}about a half-inch thick, Czysz)
: said.

! Former NTSB Chairman Jim |
{ Hall said investigators probably
; are looking into the possibility
| of “super-cooled large droplet
fcing” something that has,
- beeurred. in. othier .norfthern cli- |
i Ynate crashes. It's a phenome- |
} non that allows water to remain |,

n a very cold liquid state even }
t temperatures in the 20s.
Vhen it hits a surface, it can
huick_ly turn to ice, as some- |
times~ happens on car wind-
Shields, It also is the cause of

nvisible “black ice” onroads,
A plane passing. through'

tlear coating of ice on the

\vings, which might easily go:

undetected by the pilot and not,
be thick enough for ice boots to

E:reak away. Even a thin layer of |
ce ,.can .severely. affect..the.
plane’s performance, cutting It
nd causing it to stall at norma-

v safe speeds.,..

by

" iplain ihy they didnot radioa

i =
lake, the' saine-cari happen in [ﬁfo%?ﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁté?éét’léj

such conditions would developa |

O

\west toward the runway when,
miniites befofe landing, it inex-
licably turned to' the south.
That turn, or roll, could have
been caused by ice building up
wore heavily on one wing than
he other, Czysz and others said. |
: Thé. problem,_would arise
Huiekly, causing 'the--plane to

"'rffé'{ﬂé'fxé"\ﬁs“ﬁ‘é'a?iéﬁ’"ilj

vould have had just seconds,to
eal with it which might

Histress message.

. ERRATIC
WORK SCHEDULE

- e o

ﬁ nother key facet f! the
vestigation centers on the

Mots’ work sctiedules, both for
Ele Charter, Executive Aviation,
En"d ‘eldewhere during the:days

"gech,in_g the 1020 am. Fridayy

Conry’s 'moonlighting job -as -a.-

nurse and whether his erratic
) work hours left him too tired to
| react crisply to a sudden crisis:

Many of those closest to
Conty, including his wife, co-
workers and the owners of
Executive Aviation, declined fo
talk to the Pioneer Presg about
| the pilot. &
The National Transportation
! Safety Board has compiled a 72-°
hour history on Conry and on
- Guegs, -aithough it has not

known is that Conry flew from
St. Payl to North Dakota and
back between 3 am. and 930°
a.in. Thursday. He also worked-a
four-hour nursing shift, oversee-
ing acute dialysis treatment’at
North Memoridl Hospital , in

+ Robhinsdale, ending around 9:30

pan, Thursday.

“I¥e vsho’ulcfin’t‘have

people flying in the U.S.

for profit without a voice

and data recorder. The
‘ :best indicator (of pilot
i

uuuuuu

oice recorder.”

JIMHALL,
Former NTSB chafrinan
: pitiniddals ..

E.hake,i rattle and roli, The pilots |

released’ its findings. What is -

fatigue) would have been

T inti

O

One person famillar with
.\-crash investigations,  Who
. agreed-to speak only if he was |
".niot identified, said that sched-
. ule should have left Conry with |
| i;ﬂgn% ?lrs g’me to rest before fly- |
elistone’s group to north-
ern Minnesota, grote ot

. “If he was at all tired, i does-
n't.take much of a slip In icing
conditions to bite you badly,” he
said. “I don't Hike it at all.”

Hall, the ex-chairman of the
safety board, said fatigue ig a
problem in all areas of the
transportation sector, but it f
can't’ be ruled in or ouf in this
crash because the plane had no {
cockpit’ volce recorder Siich
devices are 'not required” on
smaller comniercial planes
including the one earrying Well.
stone — a rale .the NTSB' has ‘

{| argiled to chahge for years. [
'tL'Many aviation companleg are.

reluctant to spend the $26,600 ;
+ necessary for a récorder qnless/

+ {t's required, )
1 R tr.z_iigf_(‘i‘j', and we

shouldn’t have people flying in-]

the US. for profit without .a.

voice and data recorder,” Hall
. sald. “The best indicator (of
. pilot fatigue) would have been a
- gockpit voice recorder. A.num-
| ber of 'indicators would- have
1} shown up listening o it.”
Conry’s on-call nursing
Il duties were not strentous, said
* John Markus, a senior vice pres-
" ident for Fresenius Medical
i Care, the Massachusetts-based

&g{_)’mpany for which Conry’
1 worked, He simply connected a
patient to a dialysis machine
and monitored the patient.

“The kind of work he did is
11 just not the kind of work: that
would interfere with flying a.
plane,” said Markus, who relat-
,ed the same information to
NTSB investigators. °
Conry only worked three

shifts for Fresenlus in October,
Markus added. “He worked for
us guite a lot several years ago”
1 i before shiting t0 a more: occa-
| I sional role, the company official

Czyszwas less confident, -

f HOW GOOD A PILOT?

( onry grew up flying with his
father and had his own
. plane by the early 1980s, He pur-
sued a full-time flying job after
real estate fraud charges ended
his construction business.
Acgording to Executive Avia..
tion, which:hired himi fn April
2001, -Conry had* logged just
under 5,200 hours of flying time,
He had an-airliié transport pilot.
- .certification, the Highest possible
- ratingi{ Guess, the co'pilot; wis
| certified as.a ¢ommeércial pilot
-and hadl about 65) flight hours,
[ Rod Ahisten, who gives
pilots “check rides” part time at
’ Executive Aviation, said he was
told Conry was a good pilot.
. Twice a year, pilots take check
b rides, an‘extensive fest consist-
ing- of an oral test, 'preflight
rchec_lgs_ and about two| hours fn
g}; il;-ml;:iluﬁimg some maneu-
‘In which emergen .
Ftionsi aré shni:latedﬁg Lcy )
~ Conry passed his checlk ride
the week of the crash, and
Ahlsten spoke to thespilot who
copdupted'cfonryfs st
*“I'veiheard nothing but good
about his flying skills,” Ahlsten
said. O
| Several people who flew.with-
Conry praised him, including
}}n_gerson,*a"camenteﬂ for.
Conry's "defunct development
oy .

RN

[ PR

11 said.




5

C

fhusinesé.' S

Anderson said Conry also
- owned a stunt plane; in which he
could fly upside down and per:
form loops. But he left the stunts
behind when flying his usial sin-
gle and double propeller planes,
said Anderson, who flew with
Conry about 40 times,

“His dream after construction
was {0 fly,” Anderson said, “He
Just wanted to be in the.air, It's
-toughi to believe he erashed.”

In recent weeks, -Conry’s
record. has been' marred by

Aviation. Even in his 1990 federal
 trial related to a construction
scheme, a prosecutor _accused
him of exaggerating his status
‘with American Airlines, saying
Conry, was only a trainee, not a
pilot flying passengers.

“I'm not what's calied ‘on the
line," but I'm still the right-hand-
seat pilot,” Conry insisted, sug-
gesting his role at the time was
that df a co-pilot,

Conry never had the oppor-
tunity to fly passengers for
American. After his fraud con-
viction, the company asked him
Jo leave, s lawyer said at his
séntencing hearing, _

At least two former acquain-
fan,ces share a not-so-fond mem-
ory of a plane ride with Conry.
The pair, in separate interviews,
told the Pioneer Press that
. Conry deliberately stalled his
.Jplane in midflight to scare a
‘traveling party in the nid-1980s.
. dulie Olson, a former real
Lestate agent, said the incident
.happened as Conry was flying
-her and two others in a small
plane from Eden Prairie to a
scheduled lunch in Faribauit. At
the ‘time, Conry was building
homes in Eden Prairie.

About halfway to Faribault,
the plane stalled, Olson safd. It
only lasted a few moments,
thut i was frightening. “q
thought the plane was in trou-
 ble,” she said. “Tthought maybe
we were going to crash, that
there was a mechanical problem
or something.”

Then the plane stabilized,
Conry was laughing, $he said,

Johri Ziebarth, a’Sécond pas-
senger,’ also remembered the
plunge, But unlike Olson, he
said Conry first ashed the pas-
sengers for permission to per-
.form the stunt,
w4 “T do remember him saying
ihat’s; the way they do it, that's

el

.-.»._-«'.:u,,__% P

reports he overstated his expéri-
ence when applying to Executive'

[

the:way.they.train, it still scared: . -
me to'death,” Ziebarth sald. ~—§

Ziebarth-saldihe.had- flown

with Conry several times before:_

and régarded him as dn “excel-,
‘lent” pilot.  Ziebarth -once
rought his, three young ¢hii-
-dren aboard, he said. ’

" About halfwag o
Faribault, the plane
briefly stalled, Oléor
said. T thought the plane
was in trouble,” She said.
“I thought maybe we
wereé going.to crash; that
there was a mechanical
problem or something.”
Then the plane-
stabilized. Conry was
laughing, she said.

Czysz was coircerned by the
story of the intentional stall, Biit
he and others were unsure that
that incident, Conry’s: eriminal
record or the fact that Conry
had worked as a nurse the night
before would have any relatfon-
ship to the Eveleth crash, .

“I've known fest pilots, and.

they-don’t try t6 show, off,” said .

Caysz. “It's all business. It may
not have any effect at all {on the
crash), but it is a casuainess you
don't like.

CHECKERED PAST

Af a memorial service the
week -after the crash,
friends and family’ described
Conry as a gentle person always
willing to help others.

Minnetonka lawyer Bill' Hen-
ney was hired by Conry in the
mid-1980s when lis develop-
ment company started running
into legal problems. While
never a clogse friend, Henney
grew to know both Conry and
his wife socially.

“He was a kind; gentle,
thoughtful, caring, planning type
of individual,” Henney said..“It’s
a little disturbing to see all the
negalive press about this guy,”

- .'bulid homes on land inherited

But:in. the: weeks since. thy |
'accldent; another:portrait has.
+ begun to ‘take shape: the Dick
_-Conry who would mislead, ovérst
reach oréxdggeraté, " -

He grewup in the Lake Min-
-netonka area’and studied busi:

. ness at the University of Min-
Tesota and Mankato State |
University. In 1972, Conry decid:
ed to follow in his late father's
footsteps and join the' construg-
tionbusiness. ~ ° b
' " FoP-16, years, he-bBuilt hun:
-dreds of homes. His_downfall
-started in the mid-1980s when
‘he was. sued*over a* complex
series of transactions between
three businesses he set up, Sub-
confractors had built homes for,
the Conry companies but were.
not paid. Then they found thelr
legal means to recover were
- blocked by Conry’s maneuvers.

Conry lost a civit suft
brought by one of the subeon-
tractors, then was convicted 'on
federal mail fraud charges relat-
ed to the scheme. He was sen-
tenced to two years in prison
and five years of probation,

He also was ordered to pay
restitution {o 16 companies and -
people tofaling $204,002. He
paiid only $3,130 before the .
checks stopped arriving in the
clerk of court’s office in 1998, |
according to court records.

Conry's business dealings
also caused a rift within hig fam-
ily. Conry’s lone sibling, Patricia
Dickey, opposed his plans to

-from their father. An ardent
environmentalist, Dickey at orie *
point even sued Conry and their
mother, Lorefta Fritz, Dickey
was estranged from her brother
for 18 years, |

“ just-didni't agree with his
business practices. But he was a
very good pilot, at least from
what I heat,” she said, _

Dickey predicted her broth.
er's troubles will. be’ proved
irrelevant when the Welistone
plane’s'last nioments are finally
understood.

“You can go back axd look at
anybody's life,” she said. “But the _
question is: Did he make & nis-
take, or did something happen to
the plane? The NTSB will just
have to get to the bottom of it

Charles Laszewski can be
reached at claszewski@pioneer
press.com or (651)228-5458, Rick
Linsk can be reached at rlinsk@
ploneerpress.com or: (651) 228-5371,
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engine or :propeller

b rules quipment e
- failure-as cause of plane cragh " b sbont o mis fom fre

‘Eveleth, Minn,, airport Oct. 25!

NTSB rules out some e

‘ . ‘ In addition, ‘
BY cn??i‘%ﬁesi-l}ﬁ\smwsm Paul Wellstone and seéven others, Beech King Xiruﬁﬁcgffa?fdtgﬁ
] ress fiig;eral investigators sald Tues- outstanding maintenance items; £ ‘) o0
, day. » according to a ed
_The two englnes and the pro- The National Transportation by the nggty?b%t:rtgfr‘lﬁﬁv;ssﬁutgg '

pellers were working. properly  Saf
and did not- contribute topeﬂl?er exa?rtﬁaeg'ggrd Eoipmont o

first such update since investiga-

p the! equi t and . :
lan; ; | equipment and fors left the cr i
plane erash that kiled US. Sen. _ found “no.evidence of prefmipact  October. - aSh_‘S_lter m’iatel__!]

e gy g b s g pna— e~ oo

| As a result, hé crash investi-
gation now will. focus. on three
things: .thé .veather and icing
conditions, pilots Richard-Conry
and Michael Guess, and whatev-
er cluésiare gleaned next week
from a Simulated re-creation of
the ill-fated flight.

‘Thé NTSB-also said for the
first time that Conry was flying

.the plane. Investigators sald tape
{ recordings revealed that co-pilot

s it Y
34

M o -
Center.
Research in Boulder; Colo,, will
work withl the safety board
investigators to “more accurate-
Jy défine the lcing conditions
that existed along the flight's
' route,” according.to the NTSB
stafeinent. .
.. Ieing; precipitation and other
factors can be draniatically dif-
ferent at different aititudes, dif-
ferent locations and at different
times, sald 'NTSB spokesman
Paul Schiamm. )
““The degree of icing can be
abgent or 1t can be there, but in
- different’ degrees,” he said. “It’s
not constantly there, and the
degree-is. not the same. They
will try to create a picture at all

eor

“Next week, Investigators will5. , Jnvestigators

Guess Kandled fiearly all the con-
versations ‘with alr traffic 'con-¢
trollexs, a duty that normally:falls]
to the pilot not at the controls.
The Pioneer Press reported
Sunday that crash experts]
expected. the investigation to
focus on icing, a prediction sup-
ported by the NTSB on Tuesday.

-§Bgciaﬂ§ts at the National,

FUNIT—

try to re-create the 1ast few min-

qor Y - Atmospheric- utes of thé flight using a simula-

tor at FlightSafety Internation-
al, a ° Wichits, Kan,,
fight-training. facility. The
NTSB will aftempt to.replicate
the flight path, visibility and
‘cloud conditions to learn:what
might have caused the plane to
veer off course and crash.

Radar showed the King Alr
traveling at an unusually slow.
speed as ‘it approached- the
Eveleth airport, something that
has puzzled- investigators. The
simiulator tests could -reveal
whether that might have been
sﬁclenﬁ to put the plane into a
stall,

Toxicologty tests by the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration's’

alcohol or illegal drugs in their

SYSteIX]S.\ W “ .
have finished
documenting the crew’s activi-

ties during the 72 hours before;

the crash. 'They have inter-
viewed Conry’s wife, Guess’
fiancee and Guess’ mother: The

safety board did not release

details of those findings and is
still looking at the employment,

pilot and medical records of the-

two mer
Schlamm said, the investiga-
tors did. not indicate «whether
Conry's work schedule was a
concern. Just 24 hours before fly-
ing Wellstone, Conry had flown
to North -Dakota and back He
also worked a foir-hour stint as a
dialysis nurse, at.a local hospital
the evening before the campaign
trip to northern Minnesota.
“Schlamm ‘said Investigators
are still evaluating whether that

b r—————

fo— ; - -
| tuile fotirid that rieither pilot had:

» ” ey
schedule- might -have left the
pilot - fatigued or affected his
ability to respond to a crisis.

Michael Padden, thelawyer,
representing Guess’. parents;
said Guess’ mother told nvesti-
gators that-Guess had visited
her the night before the crash,
and he had been excited about
flying Wellstone the next day.
He had a routine week, she told
the NTSB., P

The safety board is not
expected to release, - anything
further infll some time. next
year, when it will make public
all of the material gathered dur-

ing the,inye on. Schlamm
would not spepnlate when thaty
mightibeCBut-Piven the pace of

preyipuginvestigations, it would

mostlikely happatt next spring.
e (o —

Chaﬂés Laszewski can bereachéd .. |

af claszewski@pioneer,

.press.comt or (651) 228-5458,

l levels.” : Civil Aeronautical Medical Insti- m
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By Tony K:gnnedy and Paul McEriroa
Star Tribline Staff Writers
. Lacking evidence.of mechanital,
failure iii' the plané crash that killed;

Seh, Paul-Wéllstone, federal investi-

I e
Pilots, notplane,

NISBfindsno evidence of engine failure inWellstorie

_gators have finished looking intd the
‘backgfounds’of the two pilots.and.
;how, they spent the final 72 Hours
before the Oct, 25 flight, the NTSB
‘said;, : e

Staiting:next.week, the-NTSB.

.cafriéd no cockpitvoice recorder or' “KAEA

-qi'xgg'gd:. With-its’landing, géar de-
p (1)

e

tion., .’ CL o F e .
... The.Beechcrdft King Air A100

flight-data recorder, ‘None wis rét [iiscmet.

B

{_e';i, the plade drified off its §
westerly course with no distréss call,, |

Fators_i_gaig Tuesday that they're said; investigators will use a,¢com- : SLress: I, W
ooking:at what tole human Tactors. puiter sirulator' in Wichita, Kan., to .crashing at a steep angle just2 milés: -Sen: Paut
may have played in the accident, re:cieate the final approach of the southeast of-the' Eveleth-Virginia: “Wellstone ~
One focus.centers on.the work- -WellStorie flight in the same visibili- MunicipalAifport.. -~ . - ‘waskifledina
load of.the two pilots as they madeé: tyand cloud conditions that existed. -+ . ) :plane crash. -
their final:approach-through cloud: ‘that day. In' part, the. simulations ‘WELLSTONEcontinueson A28 - Oct,25near
cover and neartfreezing conditions;. ‘will “a85éss pilot activitiesand wozk- = Btk éngines arid propellers ap- ‘Eveleth along:
the :National Transportatior Safety: ‘load,”the NTSB said in awritten up- pear to havé been operating at withseven
Board (NTSB) $aid Tuesday. Investi: date of its eight-week-old investiga- time of impact, NTSB says. others,

Bl S A 3 ey 3 B 13 i aa T
Found at a 90-degree angle  dehce;
to the,runway,' the,cockpit and
fuselage were severely: dam-
agediby-impact and fire,, de-,
stroying, possible, forensic- gvix
i }

S it

—

-Xhe crash killed all eight
people aboard; including Well-
~stone’s-wife, Sheila; their
«daughter,; Marcia Wellstone
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Markuson; DFL Party official
Mary McEvoy; Wellstone aides
Will-McLau
pic, and the two pilots,

As investigators reconstruct
the final moments of the flight,
they will try to determine why

in and Tom La-")

the lane's final recorded

speed was only 85 knots, a dan-
gerously low speed for a fully
loaded King Air flying in possi-
ble icing conditibhs. Expen-
encedlp ots and crash investi-
gators have been left to wonder
how ‘Wellstone's cockplt cIéw
dot into the notorious “low-
and-slow” predicament.

Retired NTSB investigator
Chuck Leonard said Tuesday in
an interview that 85 knots
weuld be very close to the
‘plané’s stall speed, the speed at
which the airplane would lose.
its aerodynamlc lift and spin
down. Pilots can recover from
suchi stalls, but not at low alti-

et

700 feet above the' gmund

“Elghty-five knots is right
close to its lowest performance
level,” Leonard said. At that
?]pecd ; “they can lose itin abig

u

UJS. Rep. Collin Peterson,
D- Mum., ;who is a private pilot,
said in an interview that the pi-

'tlots “should have been at 120

or 130 {knots), especially dur-
mghcmg If you get that stow
and you've got a a.tl’ ice at all,
youl are going to st

The NTSB didn’t comment

which did not speculate about
spokesinan Paul Schlamm said’

ana!yze the probable cause un-
Ail after the fact-finding phase

rlsed if the NTSB, .in the

en :s unable to determme the

‘ acmdem s probable cause,

_From 1983 to 1999, the
N‘ISB was unable to detemnne
a probablé cause in 1} air-

saing period, the agency was
ableto determine the probable
~cause or contributing factors in
278 air-charter accidents.
Among those, pilot error was

the accident or as a conmbut-
ingfactor.

“They won't grope for a]
.cause if they' don’t have any

-clearevidence,” ke said, -

tude. Wellstone’s plane de-
stended'below clouds 400 to

beyond its written update,.
thiécause of the crash, NTSB-

e agency won't attempt to

Leonard said he won't be .

. chaiter accidents. During the |

cited 213 times as the cause of |

Q\l‘o engine failure
InJI’uesdays update. -the
NTSB said it closely’ mspected
the two engines on Wellstone’s
¢ chartered plane, which was op-
‘erated by Eden Prairie-based
- Aviation. Charter Inc. Consis-
tent with indications at the
crash site, the engine “tear-

“of engine failure, -

“Both the engines and pro-
pellers appear to have been ops
- erating at time of impact,’ the
: NTSB said. {

Other updates,in the NTSB
release included the following:

» Capt. Richard Conry and

ceived two weather briefings

before takeoff from St. Paul

DowntownAerort }

. > Specialists at the Nation-;

1 al-Ceénter for Atmospheric F Re-
‘seafch will help the NTSB more

“are used often by the NTSB
-whenicingisaconcern,

i » Toxicological tests on

_downs” provided no evxdex}ce"

co-pilot Michael Guess re+

| accurately define icing condi-|
tions on-the flight’s route.’
‘Schiamin said the specialists’

T ofabuse.”

» The Eveleth airport’s pn-
mary navigational aid has beén
slightly out of tolerance, but its
aceuracy | xs suitable for en
routeflight.” -

. Tuesday's report also mdp
cated that Guess’ voice is heard

sions” with air traffic control-
lers. “Typlcaﬂy, the pilot work-
ing the radio is not the ﬂymg
pilot,” the NTSB said.

However, Schlamm said in-
vestlgators haven't said wheth-
er Guess’ voice was on the Jast
transmission acknowledging
clearance for final approach.

The question is important
becausé it indicates who was
most likely at the controlsat
the end. Co-pilot Guess had
650 total flying hours. Conry,
the captain, claimed 5,200 total-

Alying hours, althaugh'he had
exaggerated his experienice in
turboprops when he was hired
. at Aviation Charter,

& Guess and Conry.indicated no f
evidence of alcohol or- “drugsi

on neariy all radio transmis:,

i

- said the company had no com-

|

| problem for Mesaba’s pilots

| - port as a contributing factor.i In

| -72.hours that preceded the]

s

for ba Airlines in the Twin(|
Cities, said he told NTSB inves-
tigators that-moderate icing
was prevalent in northern Min-
nesota on the day of the Well-
stone crash.

Vig said the icing wasn't a

and shouldn’t have been a
prohlem for pilots experienced
in those conditions. In addi-;
[“1ion, the King Air was eqmpped
with de-icing equipment. |

Leonard, the retired N’I‘SB
investigator, said icing could
be listed in the final NTSB re-

the-crash, But just as hkely, he,
said, the NTSB could ruile- that
fatiguewasafactor.” ]

Without his employer
knowing, Conry, 55, worked.
the night before the Weilstone
flight at his Second job as a di-
alysis urse, He also had been]
been summoned in the wee
[ "hours of the’ morning,on.the
| day before the Wellstone trip fo
pilot an unexpected round- <trip
flight from S$t, Paul to. 315-1
‘matck, N.D,

“They may throw fatlgue in
there,” Léonard’ sa:d “1t, cet-
tainly is a mix.”

The NTSB didn't, d:sclose
any ¢ of it$ findings on the activi-
Aties of Conry and Guess in the]

Wellstone flight. It still is re-
viewing employment, pilot and
medlcalrecords of both men.

Dayton s decision
““"Meanwhile, Seni. Mark Day-
ton has decided he no.longer
will' fly with Aviation Charter.
-On-Monday, Dayton's staff
cuecl' | safety concerns and still-
unanswered questions sur-
rounding the Wellstone crash
as rédsons why he dropp ed the’
charter.

Dayton will fly around Min-
nesota on planes operated by
Elite] Air Charter, a company
that operates under Anoka Air
Charter’s certificate,

EZlite Air is the samie charter

!,

,  ~Tony KennedyIsat 61 13-

used!by Sen.-elect Norm Cole-
man.
Dave Willman, an aviation

=y Vig: a flight dispatc h”é'i'"

.cansultant to Aviation Charter,

ment on Dayton's decxsnon

— Staff writer Greg Go rdon
contributed to this repart. '

673-4398 or tonyk@startribune
.com. Paul McEnroeisat *
612-673-1745or

pmcenroe@startribune.com.
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was copllot on
the' Oct, 25
fiight, !

Richard Conry-
was the pilot.
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{I@llstone captazn of

) y'i'ony Kennedy
and Paui McEnroe

Y RS

er?let less-ezperienced colleague 1y

; tained by the Star TriBune,
The detailed’ pnvate 1ogbook of

faddlart

W

lots' roles and workloads while they.
 {were on approach to.the Eveleth-

Star’ﬁ'fbunesmjf Writers

Thelcaptam on Sex; Paul Well-
’stcnc 's/fatal flight had. pit hisless-
¢xperienced copilat at-the controls
on at léast two previous Wellstané"
flights, accordmg to documents ob-
qu

mm“%—

copilot Michael Giiess supports.the: Vi

possibility that Guess, ‘rather than
‘Capt. 'Richard Conry. wasiat the
controls when Wellstone’s charter
plane went down'Oct; 25, killing all

‘Te:ghtpeople onboard:
“As mvesugators focus on the:pi-

its investigators kngw who was fy-

irginia Municipal Ajrpomm Tow
cloud cover,- poss1ble icing ‘condi-
tiohs-and light ‘show, the iogbook
could provide a piece of the puzzle:

‘The National Transportation Safety
Board.(NTSB) has not said whether

L) -

mg when the twin turboprop i)iane
L ‘went down'without adistresscall, |

Thi¢ 1ogbook sHOWs that-Guéss|
Tiked flying with' Conry bécause
Conry aﬂowed hini to take the Con-~
trols ofteni and build up his hours of
ﬂymg,txme, mcludmg takeoffs and
landings. e

PILOTS contintios o1 B8, **
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—Of ih'éO&‘Ieg with the
senator, from Marshall to
Montevideo, Guess wrote, ;
“The pressure was on be-

' “It is awesome {lying with
| Capt. Conry, He lets me fly
‘most of the time,” Guess
| wrote in an entry about a
. flight he shared with Conry
tlastyear on Christmas Day.

~ Guess, who had just 300
ihours of turboprop flying ex»
:perience at the time of the
‘crash, was fixated on building
‘as much time as possible at
‘the controls. His dream of be-
coming a pilot for a major air-
line would requize thousands
of hours as “pilot in com-
.mand'm

“It is like a piece of gold,”
Guess, 30, wrote in describing
the importance of the op-
portunity,

All pilots keep logbooks to
document their flight experi-
‘ence. Guess' book, which he
keptin a safe athis girlfriend’s
house, includes self-

admissions that he needed to
improve and notes about the
pressure he felt when Well-
stone and his staff were pas-
sengers.
" It is not unusuat for copi-
lots to take the controls at the
+discretion of the captain, and
other captains also let Guess
fly. When they aren't at the
-controls, copilots help with
navigation, handle radio
communications and per-
Yorm safety checks.
;. Guess’ handwritten log-
;book contains descriptions of
four separate trips that paired
+Guess and Conry, including a
charter for Wellstone on Jan.
15,2002, :
i On that day, Conry as-
lsigned Guess to fly four of the
six legs. The plane had no
|passengers on two of those
degs, but Guess was at the
contiols on two of the four
egs that carried Wellstone,
thelogbookshows.

The importance '+~
‘of his passengers
didn'tescape him,

When they de-
iparted from the St,
Paul Downtown Aif-
;port with the senator
ion board and Conry V _
at  the controls,
quess later wrote, “We were
Elder pressure, but we did

everythinggood.”

a e -

!

cause it was my leg to fly. The
landingwas goad.”

On that same day, return-
ing with Wellstone to down-
town St. Paul from Redwood
Falls, Guess wrote, “I flew the
entireleg.”

There's no other mention
in the logbook of Guess flying
with Wellstone, St. Paul attor-

| 'ney Michael Padden said ®

i ; Guess was an excellent pilot,

1 “He was licensed, and it was
perfectly legal for him to be '
lﬂying paying passengers,” |
.said Padden, who is repre-
senting Guess’ mother, Marie
Guess,
Yet Guess’ relative inexpe-
rrience has drawn attention.
Jeif Johnson,-an aviation pro- 1
fessor at St. Cloud State Uni-
lversity and an airline trans- |

assessments of his landings, .

S

| I

tport pilot, said he was taken 1
aback to learn after the crash |
that Guess had only 650 total |
howss of flying experience. }
“Anything less than a
thousand houts, you're kind |
of in the trainee stage,” John~ |
son said. “I was just surprised
to see that the first officer
[Guess] had 650 hours of
nght time and he's the sec- |
ond.pilot.here, flying a, 1.8,

-

- A

Ee—;ator.”
t  Johnson, who has, aboutj
13,000 hours of total flying ex-.
fFerience, flew charter flights
wfor U.S. Sen. Charles Hagel, R-
1Neb., during Hagel’s 20,00!
;-campai n. He said Hagel’s
staff insisted on two experi- !
enced pilots. ]
“If he [Guess] was still
learning the xropes. . . thatcan
actually increase the work-

e e T
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{ Joad because now the cap-~
| taif’s actually spending time
. hot only flying the airplane,
! but training the other pilot,”
Johnson said. i

.+ Youthful exuberance
Gttess pentied his final en~
*try Oct. 22, about a trip from
; Baudette, ' ?
“An excellent opportunity ;
'to get PIC [pilot-in-com- |
mand] time,” he wrote. “My
+landing was good. Overall,
. thiswas a good flight.”
Entries throughout the
loghook show a boyish ext-
| berance by Guess over his !
| budding flying career. The'
' book also includes passages
. where he reveals his own
 shortcomings. _

i
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[ Just twp weeks béfore the |

f accident, possil-)l.e p?Iot error
fatal flight with Wellstone, has emerged as a focus of the

Guess struggled with a land- investigation,
! ing in St. Paul, He was return- Just before the crash, the
ing from Baudette. : [ King Air A100 was drifting off ‘

“Unfortunately, my land-1 | course at a ground speed of
_ ing wasn’t as smooth as it is 85 knots, about 425 feet above
i normally,” Guess wrote. | the ground. Aviation experts
“Well, even Michael Jordan wonder how Wellstone's
misses a skam dunk some- plane ended up so “low and
times.” slow”— a common precipita-
The mere sight of other| | torofdeadly stalls. '
!planes would sometimes The NTSB said last week
| merit a comment in his book, that Guess’ voice is heard on
| which reads like a series of § | “nearly all radio transmis-
postcards. 1 sions” with air traffic control-
" “When we taxied out,1no- \ | lers. Typically, that would]
 ticed that-the Air Guard had ; mean Conry was flying be-!
110 F-16 Vipers parked on the | * cause nonflying pilets usually
{ {  handle the communications. -
. _. i But when pressed by the;
f '"} Star Tribune, the NTSB spe-|
' ramp. Very Coolt” Guess, =77 T

wrote about a flying trip he ' T .1 ' .
copiloted in Ap _ri]lgooz. p . cifically did not say who was I

] on the radio when the plane

In a frank self-assessment ' Toquestod dlearance for fina |
uested clearance for fi

-one year ago, Guess acknowl- 1 rance for final .

tedged in his fogbook how im- aplﬂﬁﬁcs}};,pped short of say-
poreptcons o himingsh g i iy o

] i » i -
;'Kin Air AI00 — the exact flying,” said NISB spokes

woman Lauren Peduzzi,
model of plane that Welistoine | 'a Tesi
l"""’m downin. ¢t  Guess, a resident of St.

p . . " Paul’s Frogtown neighbor-
he wrote in reference io"a, ; {Cretm-Derham Hal digh

4 School in 1991, aspired to

- é%’éfmg he made Sept. 13, | }climb out of the air chatter

H’ Bésides Wellstone, the ac I ibusiness. but reveled in his

' cident killed his wife, Sheilas { P YinB job at Aviation
' their daughter, Marcia Well- j

R
et b bt b = e
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Charter Inc., the Eden Prairle
stone Markuson; DFL Party

icompany that operated the
official Mary McEvoy; Well~ |  wellstone flight. The on-call
stone aides Will McLaughlin |

j work was the ticket he needed
{'to advance, through experi-

| gggglfe*.sns‘lsapic» and Conry ence. At I}Iortlixlwest Aitlines,
| Lastweek, the NISBSaidit  ho conaieren pos A e even

- be considered for jobs until
they have a minimum of 3,000
houtrs.

“It Is definitely apparent |
+ that I can’t get enough of fly-
i ing,” he wrote in his logbook
' Sept. 18, about five weeks be-
fore he died. “I will not trade -
- my flying career for any-
thing,”
According to the logbook,

;' will try to replicate the flight
in a simulator to assess “pilot
activities and workload” dur-

[ ing the final approach, Con-
trary to some published re.
ports that placed Conry at the

; controls on the plane's final

i approach, the NTSB inten-

I tionally has not said who it

| bel;)eves was ﬂ){ing the twin

| turboprap airplane through . Gyess compiled about 300

} thecloudsandlight snowthat * jgyre of mgltiengine flying’
hungover theIronRangethat  time cince July 2001, when he

| day. first ] i

. \ rst flew passengers for Avia-
i While the NTSB is many ~ yop Charlt)er. Hegcame to the
| months away from determin- compaiy with about 400

ing the probable cause of the

L

hours of total flying time,
mostly on noncommercial

R

&

-
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flights and. in single-en‘ghﬂ
. planes. According to the log-}
* book, Guess” background in- .
" cluded a short stint in 1999 ¢
hauling jumpers for a skydiv-

ing firm in Hutchinson.

An Aviation Charter pilot
who mentored Guess in the
fast year described him as:a
“good,hardwquin%kid." ,

" But the pilot told the Star
Tribune that Guess — while
proficient at ceckpit radlo
skills - still needed.coaching
on landings and takeoffs
when he was assigned as “pi-
lot ih command.” The pilot,
who is favorably mentioned
- in Guess’ logbook, asked not,
¢ to be.identified out of con-

cerns for his job security-at
Aviation Charter. i

{ If investigafors determine )
} Guess was at the controls at
 the tinie of the crash, Padden,
Marie Guess' lawyer, said he
probébly would be unable to
prove in a lawsuit,that Conry
was negligent. “That is, if
Mike was the flying pilot and
he’ was operating the plane
too low and too slow,” Pad-
densajd.

. ‘Until the NTSB investiga-.
tion is complete, Aviation

Charter has said it no longer
will comment on the Well-
stone accident. The crash in
Eveleth was Aviation Char-
ter’s second fatal plane wreck
infive years, ‘
-In December 1997, an Avi-
ation Charter pilot erred on.
approach. to a foggy runway
in Colorado Springs, sthe
NTSB has said. The King. Air
-AL00 crashed 500 to 600 feet
to the runway's side. The lone
} Pilot died along with a North- §
west Airlines mechanic who
was on board asa passenger, 1
Marie Guess said her only |
: child was so passionate about |
flying, he would often spend
Ms spare tie parked along
Minneapolis-St. Paul Inter=
national Airport, watching
takeoffs and landings and
dreaming about flying the big
' jets foraliving.
As a young hoy, he talked:
 about wanting to be a fire-
fighter or train ¢ngineer; But
atthe age of 10 or 11, he fixat-

S

o~

|
|

wr--w

edonbecomingapilot, |

- As an adult, he was activé |
1in the Golden Eagles, a'grotip
of black pilots who work to
-get, black teens interested in
aviation careers. .

. Marie Guess, who grew up
poor in Louisiana, said Mi-
chael didn’t drink, smoke, use
drugs or hang out in bars,

“He knew not to go out in
the streets,” she said, “He was
not a bit of trouble, ever. He
was a good boy.”

She said she was strict with
her son-because she didn’t
wint him to waste his educa-
tion while she supported him

yworking at a3M plant,

" But being single-minded
about aviation didn’t necaes-
sarily, make it an easy road,
Marie Guess said.

She said her son
worked nwmerous
side jobs and had !
school debts from |
the University of

North  Dakota, l

where he received

a bachelor’s degree 1
in aerospace and

his Pili)t’s license iri 1997,

No scholarships,” she

said. “We had to pay all the

Way.,

EWR Ky .

Michael Guess had a drearh of becoriliig apilotfor a major airline, “itis definitely apparent that]
can't got enough of flying,” he wrote In his Joghcok about five weeks hefore he dled.

TR [

" Most of Guess’ incotne
came from a‘nonflying job at
- Pan.Am Flight.Academy .in
Eagan, but he had-been-de-

| maoted to a job as receptionist .
|

and was laid off before the !
crash, Marie Guess-said. She °

r said her son’s demotion

didn’t have anything to do |
withKisaviation skills, /™ ~
Before working at Pan Am,
Guess worked in the flight-
training business at North-
west Airlines. His mother said
he voluntarily left the compa--
-ny-over a dispute with his
boss aboit a schedule tonflict
that inyolved othér em.
ployment. o

. To subsidize his flying in-
terest, he also had wotked asa
mail sorter for the Postal Ser-
vice and as an airpost screen-
-er for a security firm, his
» mother said.
. “He didn’t complain about
' money,” shesaid,

For Guess, the hard work
and low pay seemed only to
be arite of passage for theday
- he could make his living in
‘theair. “Living The Dream,” is
how he put it in his logbook
| last surnmer.

-~ Thewritersareat
pmecenroe@startribune.com

LS

and tonyk@startribune.com.
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Paul Weﬁﬁsmne" Why take him @M‘P

. In'my last column_ (“Paul
Wellstone' more questions, fewer
ansyers”,
Januwary..2003, pp. 12-13), 1
explamed how the FBl'was on the
scene _of the crash by noon, as
rcported by St. Louis County
Sheriff Rick Wahlberg “Which
" means that, sinice this contingent”
came. from ancapohs. it must
have departed from.the, city no
later than.9:28 AM to make it to
Diluth around- 10 50 AM and
Jarrive” at the scehe by- noon.,
Remarkable, ‘considering the

crashonlyoocurrﬁdathZOand,- ) . .
N J;m-Fetzer _—

- was verified at 11:00.
_ ‘These agents are truly spepial:
‘Their powers of anticipation defy
rexplanation. ‘Indeed; Wellstone’s
-plane ofly” departed fiom:St. Paii
»at.9:30! .So.they were headmg
. north to cover a crash that had yet
to occur at approxxmateiy the
same time that rhe plane they
“were going fo cover was takiig
off* Anyone with' predictive abil-
ities: of this caliber is, washug
‘their -tire withi the FBI. . They
should be investing in stock, run-
-ning 2 betting emporium or, bet--
ter yet, picking tickets for thie lot-
.tery. They would make’a busdle! *
-Of course, they might be mak-"
mg a‘bundie already Who am I
to say?-. Shenanigans. by the ¥BI ™

-Reader Weekly, 9.

Rcader %ekly )

John Ashcroft, Attoriey Generai
extraordinaire, who specializes in -
depnvmg American citizens -of-
their enuneratcd-nghts ‘under. the
Constltuuon, which' he is-now in*
the. process of dismembering.

Anyone remember the USA

“Pairiof Act, which compromxses.

_your and my rights to legal reprc-
*sentation, to fmedom from unrea-

sonable: seamh and seizure, from
, detentiori w:thout formal charges,

and other basic™ elements of the’

‘Bill of Rights? . *
Thxs admiinistration has bcen
lying to us about ifs fax ‘cuts, the

ate nothing new. They knew that .) SEG, Homeland Security, - 9/11,

JEK: hiad* been-killed by a lon¢
assassin before the smoke had

i and Imq 'I'he ‘foundatiori for its-

domestic policy has:become an

clearcd i, Dealey Plaza;  That ; obsessxon Mith terrorists. We are

was inisthe past. Moré rccently, a
St, Paul man says the FBI sethim .

up (Duluth News Tribune, 9(

_“January 2003, p. 4C} The victim,
"-who. was bomn in India, claims
they gave him a plane- tlcket to
Hong Kong and arrested him

there after -engaging him in.an_

alIeged tetrorist plot to- tradé
drugs for weagons. ¢, "

Jaiow enough about the FBI ,

to firid this claim highly plauSI-

bie, especially during the reign of

" not actually fi ghtmg awar agamst

tetrorisin, which would require
auackmg its causes rather than its
¢ effects.

terrorists, we wounld be doing
very: dlfferent thmgs, as 1" have
explained (“Killing " terronsts Vs,
eradicating terrorism”,” Reader
Heekly, 27 Septcmber 2001, p.
10). -

What the Attomey General

and .this administration need,

If we wanted to eradicate _
ltemnsm rathér-than kill a- few

* ‘entail-certain risks of discoverys =

““riore than anything, is some sort
of evidence that them actualiy are
terrorists at-work in the USA.
And that remains the case, even if .
thcy have t6 fabricate their* evi-
dence, .as may be, true in’ th:s
mstance Even Eisenhower was
suﬁ‘icncntly distraught over thé
ascension’ of Castro in Cuba that™
‘he- mstructed ‘thé- Joint Chiefs .
that, if the Cubans did not commit -

. an incident to incite an mvasxon,
they should invént oné, as Jamcs

] Bauif'drd, Body of Secrets. (200[). .

] »has dlsclosed }

The' schemes they proposed
including, blbwing: up the Atlas
‘rocket that would carry Iolm
Glenn into_ 3pace:or loadmg a
, commcrc:al airliner. with colrege
{ students ona hohday and’ sboot—
mg it down over Cuba. The‘

-Ch:cfs ever took sansfachon -in
ithe thought that the: list of. casuals,
Jties: would inflame* thc nahon fo,
nse . up; demandmg a military
mvasmn of Cuba; Jack thought
I these guyswere pamnpad-——whmh.
they werc-~and dxsapproved their
{dafi"y scheies. - Which lcd thcm‘
1to. conclude’ that TRK: was an. .
obitacle to fighting communism. <r
. If the FBI ‘was faster than.a
-‘Speedmg bnllet in_reaching, the
. sceie’ of "the Wellstone crash,
whlch nnpl:es a cover-up, “then.

i
{,
s

*, what were they covering up? At -

‘_the very least, they had a chance
to secure the black: box:experts
-say the plane was probably carry-
ingalthough it was not rcqulreii
by law—and the cockpu voice -
rccordera the- NTSB® .spent. a day
Nand a haif loakmg for,- before.
couc]udlng it did not exist.. It tay
haye been taken by. the FBI . Sye,d‘bhf“* ”‘\ ' ‘
So there aig* advantages gg ‘I" al iru : m-_;-\-‘\* - e

“being. on the: scene nght away, J—
-even if getting there'in'time mi '\d‘—s“'{"‘z

Who would bother to think about

@d‘iﬂ’ 0{

14an-mp - (paws&




G

the precise time the FBI reached
the crash scene in the midst of all,
of that confusion and concern? of
what time it had reached Duluth
and rented a car? or 'what time, it
had departed for the northland
from aneapol:s/St Pavi? If

they had not reached the scene on _

time, they would have lost the
chance to séize or affect whatever
could pive the game away, -
Having. studied - the death of
JFK for more than decade, how-
ever,; 1 might have become a bit
paranoid myself. Even if elemen-
tary considerations and simple

.addition prove.that thc FBI knew
the crash was going to occur’

before the plane had taken off,
that does not explain why' this;
. man was largcted (As in other
cascs of the dlscovery of-a-corpse; -
itis poss;ble to know that a manis.
dead’ wn.hout Knowing how e
was ‘killed, much less why., *

" The how.looks incréasihgly as
though the . plane - was hrought
" down by the use ofBMP as [ had
ongmaliy proposed (“What ‘hap
pened to . Paul- Wellstone?”,
Reader Weekly, 28, November
2002, pp. 18-19): But even if that
turns -gut to expldin how 'it-was
doné and why there was a com-
plete cessation ‘of communication
concuirent with the complett loss
of control itdods not explam why
Wellstone was ‘targeted for assas-
;sination.. The reasons, however,
_as m the case of JFK, K, may not be

very difficult to-discern. Thcy
appear political in kind.

. In'a column published seven
momhs bcforc the election (“Pavl -
We]lstone, F1ghter” T?ze Natlon,
9 May 2002 14 Izn‘p il thens
ation.com/doc. htmi?i=2002052-
7&s=nichols), John Nichols’
advariced  "reasons - why Paul
Wellstone was “a hunted man”;
“Minnesota’s senior senator is not
Jjust another Democrat on White
"House, pohtlcai czar Karl Roves

. target llst, in "an. election: year
when the Senate balance of power
could be decided by the voters of
a single -state”, Nichols wrote, '
“Rather, getting rid of Wellstone
is a passion for Rove, Dick

7 g ENBE oI
A fﬁ-‘}:}ﬁ. . "2‘ R

Cheney, Gcorgc ‘W, Bush and the
spedial-interest lobbies that-fund
the” most sophisticated political
operation gver assembled by.a
prcs:dcnuai adininistration”.

Itiwas Weﬂstonc’s mabashed lib-
eralism-and determination to block
“the Bush agenda fhat won him so
Jmatly enenies.’ When ‘most
Denocrats were ducking for cover

from the Bush political machine, -
‘Wellstone-was leaping into the ring
“and- taking..them on—with -gustol.
'Iheracewasbemgreadasanm
ure of the potmual of progressive
polmcs "Ifhe wirts” Nichols wrote,
“a° blow’ “will be' strack, not Just
agamstmeBushnmdunebmagamst
Jthose in the Democratic Pa:ty who™
arguefor tepid modatauo ;
For ycars, ‘be observas, pro--
gresswes " have: * argiied  that-
Democtats can win big only when
they emphasme fundamcntal dif-
“ferences between -~ them and
Repubhcans on prmcxples of
-*social. justice and.ecohomic ‘fair

play Wellstone understood that'it .

is a huge mistake to- back‘ away'
from ‘the . “liberal?” Tabel.” - With
. wh:chI apree, Dcmocracy after
all;is-a lHberal 1dea Liberals

belleve that- everyone- deserves_

reprcscntauon, not just the xich.
Nachols also reportéd that
Wellstonc had the most cons;stcnt .
" record of opposmg Bush admx.p;s- .
-tration’® mmauves of° any ‘member
<of the Scnate, according “to”
Congressional Quarferly, | He
recewed 100% ratings- from the.
AFL-CIO,. ¢ “American ' for.,

"Dcmocrahc Acnon, and the-
) I.x:ague of Consérvation, Noters.

‘As the Star F¥ibine: had
;descnbcd ‘him, he Was “the go-to-
guy fo advance the causes of edu-
cators, envsmnmcntai:sts, cons,
sumer and labor' groups, the eld-
.etly. and the poos”. And he is
grcat}y migsed. e
TN

-~ Asameastre of the difference
it makes that his voice has been
silenced, take the news from.a
-single day, such as’Saturday, as
reported in the Duluth News
Tribune Qar Jamiary 2003); and
ask what Paul Wellstone would
have had to say. The headline

¢ CONCETNS’ a local issue, the, anti-

1oitering ordinance; but does any- |

“ohe doubt Paul Wei!stone
believéd in the right'of peaceable

assembly and assoclatlon? Tthink ,

he would have opposcd A

" On the natxonal scene, another
ﬁ‘ont~page story concerns & Bush
proposal* to- deny s some 20 miltion

“acres’ 'of -wetland’ protection fom.
industriat po!iuuon as an mdustrY.

cﬁ“ort 1 gut key: provisions of thc
Clean Water Act. Welistone under-

stood, as this. administration dos”

not, that wetlands play a crucial role
in our ecology, filtering Gut wastes

e
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and nusturing sensitive links in the
food chain. When the wetlands are
gone, the human species will not be
far behind, Wellstone would have
opposed it,

In international affairs, a hcad~
line announces, “U.S, officials want
Iraqi oil to help cover cost of war”,
which, will inflame Arab opinion
that America has gone to war in Iraq
to help itself to that nation’s natural
resources. » Paul Wellstoné would
have obseryed that the appamnt Jus- .
tification for going to war in Iraq is
to take control of the oil that we neéd
topayforawarmlraq But, if'that
is true, we.dont need the' oil,
because we don’t need a war with
Iraq. It that blatant'and that stupid.

Turning fo Jpage 3, “Special -
interest prowsxons citt' from secu-
rity, measure”, where even the
Republicans have been so embar-
rassed by their own secret machi-
nations in .passing the so-called
Homeland Séctirity bill that they
are mow. acting “to remove- Jan-
guage’ that would have. protected
phannaceutxcal companies from
lawsuits for defective vaccines

-and. broadening a provision that

would, have had the effect of
restricting federal - fundmg for’
related research to Texas A&M!
Wcllstone would have agrced.

As though those provisions,
were .not' outrageous énough,
Republican -leaders are said to ,
have agreed “to restom linguage

pushed by the late Sen. Paul
. Wellstorie, D-Minn., -to pmhlb:t

homeland-security contracts with
Amegican companiés’ that have
moved offshore’ o avoid U.S.
taxes”. ‘That would hardy. scem
controversial, but the  Bush
administration is going to reserve
the right to make exceptions in
-the name of - national- sécirity!
Wellstone would have observéd
that national security is rooted in -

economic security, which is therc- '

by further weakened.

On page-4; “US, condcmns
North Korea for Mthdmwmg from
nuclear treaty”, -he would have
pointed out that the United States

set a poor example for the world
when it withdrew from the Kyoto
Accords and its efforits to control.
global warming, and .abandoned
the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty to
undertake an expensive and alinost
certainly ineffectual ABM system,
which has undermined a half-cene
tury of arms coiitrol -agreements.
How can we complain when they
simply emulateus?

<On the Opinion page, Paul
Wellstone would. have agreed
with Michael H:ll that, but for the

presence of ofl, the US would not *

bé considering—even remotely—
going to .war against Saddam
Hussein,” He.would have gone ,
further, however, to point out that
our real reason for, attacking .
Afghanistan appears to have been.
to construct a vast oil pipeline _
that the Taliban had opposed and "
the what has, been 'going .on in:
Venezuela appears to be'a classic,
,-CIA destabilization opcratlon for
the sake of oil.” ., :

And he - . would’ also have
agrccd——most ‘emphahcally!——- .
with Maureen Dowd that - this,
administration : is brilliant at-.
manipulating - its image to reveal’
only what it wants tlie pubhc to
see, where* “(Karl) Rove and his |
president have a new style of class

" warfare—the affluent afflicting

the afflicted;. the roling class
enacting’ policies to help itself,
weaving a'pashmina safety net so
the well-off: can buy more expen- .
sive, stuff they don’t need” . Puse,
Wellstone! We miss you; Paul.

: On the business page, he
would have déplored the Bush.
<administ1;ation for not extending-
unemploynient  benefits for
800 000 -Amefican workers that
expired between Christiias and
New' Year.- He. would ‘have
opposed a judge’s rulmg that
required the United Alrlmes
union f‘or 37, 000 machinists to’
fakea cut in pay, no doubt observ-
ing that it ‘would’ be far more
effective and judicious to have
ordered United executives to take:

Paul Wellstone: why take him out? Continued

massive cuts, which they can eas-
ily afford, instead.

He would also have skewered
Republican  complaints  that
Democrats are practicing class
warfare, when prcc:sely the oppo-
site is the" case, As my, father
taught me, the Republicans tend
to accuse the Democrats of that of.
which they.are most guilty, And
he would have ridiculed the Vice
President’s reply that the tax cuts
are not slanted toward the rich,
will not adversely impact state ,
budgets, and will not increase the
federal deficit, which appeared in
The New York Times (11 January

2003), as tudicrous claims which
are ;:rovably faise, as Reagan-
< omics should have taught us.

And he would have been out: " -

spoken in denouncing Rwhard

Perle’s announccment that- the.

US, evén thhour United Nat:ons
authorization; -is still gomg to"
attack Irag, pointirig out that thc
US-is bound to the UN by a
Jtreaty; that nations entcnng into. «
‘that freaty, renounce’their nght to
attack other nations- without UN
authonzatwn unless subject to
imminént attack; that’ treatxcs
+have the same status under our ’
Constltunon"as the Consututlon
itself as the supreme law of the
land;-and that Bush would there- -
by violate his 6ath to uphold the
Constltutlon and have,cominitted
an obvlously impcachable act
(hr{o./_/mwvtmthout org/docs_02
/0112034, perle.attack.htm).
JFK was taken out for many
* reasons, includifg his dwma to cut.
the oil depletion allowancé; to,
rcfomg or abolish’ the Federal
Reserve; and to dismantle the
/CIA. The mob. Wanted him out to
mgam control of its resorts and
casinos in Havana, wheré it was °
rupning the largest money-laun-
dering operation in ‘the: Western
. Hemisphere, and to get | his broth-
et, Bobby, off their backs; J. Edgar
wanted to stay on as Duector of
the FBI; LBJ wanted to be’ “the .
president of all the people”.
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‘The Joint Chiefs resented Jack -
because he had not invaded Cuba
against their unanimous recommen-
dation; he had gonc ahead and
signed an above-ground nuclear test
ban treaty with the Soviets againist
their unahimous opposition; and he
was mﬂtdmmng our advisors from

© Victnam, again .contrary to their
. unanimous recommendation. The

Chiefs had come to believe .that
removing JFK as the Commander-
in-Chief was essentiat to the fight

 against communiso.,

The day after the plane crash,

. David Cogswell raised the ques-

tion. of whether Paul- Welistone
could have been the victim.of an
assassination (“Wellstone Death!
Foul * Play?™; hitp://david-
cogswell, com/PoImcal/We! Istote
Dead. html) “The right-wingers
have shown cledrly with their
veiled threats that they will stop
at nothing to achieve their aims.
Now they are.prepared o take it

LI
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to all-cut-war in Iraq. They are
no'longer talking about bombing
some killers hioled up in caves in
the barren. rural landscape of
Afghanistan, .

“Yes, the people . running
things are willing to kill large
numbers of people, They don’t
like to get their hands dirty. They
like to push buttons and have

-other-ptople do the killing, They

are far too genteel to do the dirty
work, Obviously, killing is not a
problcm for these people. So,
yes, when, when 1 sce someone
kitled . and k. sec a motive .for
sotheone 1o haye killed him, yes, I _
am suspicious. .

" “The United States is [this-
was written prior {0, the election]
one Senate seat away from fotal
-domination by the Bush-Cheney:
Lott-DeIay aight. wing  of |
América, The stakes areextmme
These guys. play’ for. keeps. .
used to be calléd hard ball. Its
_not ball atall. dt’s war. It's gang:
war on a very large” scale...
am suspicious of everything' Isce
1 see them pIaymg games, cheat-
ing, .lying -and ma.mpuiaung in
practically ¢ overy Sphere. ., . Isn’t
it strange how many peopic who
cpposcd the fascists are killed i in
some mystenous manger?”
Sirange, indeed, c. .

"Paul Wel!stone was defymg
.he odds, -He wag pulling away
from Mot Coleman, the hand-
picked candidate of Karl Rove,
The differences: between them *
could hardly liave been greater.
(See, for example, “20 Questions
for Norm Coleman” Réader .
Week!y, 3 October 2002, . 10-
11.) His k;gid by 35 October 2002

had grown 1o six or'seven points
and was incrcasing. He was
threatening the image of the
omniscient and omnipotent Bush
political machine, He was in
their face.

Use.a small bomb. Detonate.
it by remote conirol or a pressur-
ized device. Better yet, use that
new EMP mmg No one will even
rl:mk of thal. Make sure you get
the feds there right away to clean
up the scene and secure incrimi-

nating. evidence. Send someone

unqualified to head up the NTSE.
It has worked bgfore. It can work
again.

And Jet’s not id ourseives,
Tlus gy was a menace, He’,

m:ght have fihbustcred the -

Homcland Secunty Act He also
opposed us on tax cuts, the SEC,
and the war on Irag. ' He waitted
us to investigate 9111 ~ -
He had become an obstacle in .
the war on ten'onsm. Killing him
.set an exampie. In the vame of
1"~ national sccunty He had to be
taken out.,

) -

Jim Fetzer a pmfassor of ph ilosos
-phy at UMD, believes the Busk,
administration; like the Joint
‘Chiefs under Kennea{v “has. gone.
off the deep end -and would do
anyfhmg {o pmmate its. concep-
tion" of national security, which
just kappens to caincide with the
best Interests of the nation’s ol!

industry. It a small world, (The |

columins to whu:h ke makes refer-
ence may. be _{bund on ‘his web
site,  hitpi/iwww, assassmatwn-
Science.com.,). .
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. Wellstonie crash: I was

within a stone’s throw of... .-
Professor Fetzer, - .

I have both read your two stoms in the

Readér and also® heard you on the Duke-
Show concerning the siispicious events:

surrounding Senator Wellstone's- death,
Although as a rule T am usually skeptical of

" conspiracy théories, ete, in this instance, I

think you may be onto something...

The mommg of Wellstone's crash Itoo ’
was on the way to the fineral of Benny.

Rukavina, In fact, after the funéral when
we first'heard about the crash and the -
approximale timé'of the crash was feport-
ed.as 10:21, T-immediately- thoug};t fo
miyself, “.Teez, 1 was within a couple of
miles of. that airport (fraveling. north ‘on
Hwy. #53, due west of the airport) at
almost. that exact moment.” The reason [
was sure of this, was because-I arrived at

" the church at exactly 10:35.after picking up
. my mother in'law who lives just two short

blacks away Havmg driven lhls route hun-~

dreds ofttmcs, 1 know, that itis exactly 10 .
" minutes. to Virginia from ihe Hwy #53 &

#37 (to’ bebmg) mtcrsccuon The.airport

is just a stone’s throw from this intersect

tion, -
The vreather, although not sunny and

wa.nn, was not freezing Tain ot snow either,

Instead it was cloudy, hazy, with little or o
iwind and jist above freezing. Ant occasion-
al mist fell. What ‘was happening 10,000
- feetup, may have been another story, but at
.and near the surface thiers was' nothmg that
appearcd threatening in any way.. .
More than atiything, what caused mé lo
Virite you is ‘your electromagnetic theory

and how such an<event could disable the .

‘plane. You see, just a fow minutes prior to
reaching ‘the Hwy #53 & #37 infersection
[Editor: which is within a mile or two of
‘the airport],: I'dlstmctiy remember receiv-

ing a call on my cell phone. Although L.

havé received, cai!s on my cell phone
before that have had bad recepuon and
barely audible, this.calt Wwas in a league of
its own, When-I answered it, ‘what 1 heard

sourided like a CI0SS bc_twecn afcaranda .

Toud: Tummisig noise. The noise seemed o

be gseillating and I'could not make out any
words being spoken. Instead, just this loud,
grotesque, sometimes streeching and hum-
mmg noise.

Since ‘then, I have discovered that a
iriend of mine who L had tried to call eatli-

"er that morning, said he returned my call
‘that moming and left me a message. He
-said his message was something like,

“Another gloomy day in NE Minnesotal”

- Little did he know- how gloomy it was

about to get! Strangely, I never did receive
his message on my voicemail; however,
and to prove my point about receiving the
calf will go back through my'old cell phone

‘records to ses the cxact time., when the

incoming call came in, if you think there is
good reason to do so {Editor: which he has
now confirmed. came in at 10:18 that
morming]. Could an EMP type event cause
this to happen to & cell phone within a i‘ew
miles of the umnedla!c area?

John Ongaro
Dututh
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Paul Wellstone. the use of. futurlstlc weaponry‘?

A tecent Reader (16 January
2003, p. 4) included & lelter to me.
from  John  Oogato, who
described an unususl
he had en route 10 the finéral ﬂm
Paul Wellstone had planticd to
atiend when his:plane crashed, ¢
taking not only his kife but the Jife
of his wilk, six of his aides, and
two pilels. Tho plane was highty
uhab!c, the Weathet Was not 3
problem, and the pilots appear to
havs been well-guatified,

John's description of the
weather {neither sunny l\!\d warm,
buf with no freczing rain of $00W,

but generaily claudy, just above

g b B L
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2003 Kia

Compare to myol.a Coro!la & Honda Civié L
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freezing, and Iw:y with Jinle’ or
no wind), coi

t

su:h LY L
 pilot, crvore, and bad

+
W,

closely with the depicsions aad
photographs  given by* Steve
Fitipovitch and printed.in the
Reader (2 January.2063, front ©

cover and pp, 16-18). There isno.

basts for early reports that freez-
ing rain was 3 contributing factor,
a5 an carlier <olumn  has

weather, ¢annot account for the
evidence, then other, more sinis
tex, hypotheses require consideras
‘tion, such as that the crath may
have beea caused by a small
bomb, a gat canister, or I!MP
WEApOALY.

Electra-magnetic pulss

p firy may” Initlally sound

plamed (28.December 2002,

. 18-19).
‘These circumstances force us
to take seriously possibilitics we
maight prefer not to confront on
moml
protnds,

political, or ‘personal -
1f the more obvious
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. ber receiving ' call en my eell.

- calls on my celt phone before that

exotic, but there are reasons o $
rake it seriously. Ongaro wroto 16 '-’ 3
explain. exactly what what had ﬁ'
happened to hinme. “Just o fow K2
minutes prior to reaching the - .
Hwy #53 aad #37 intersection + -

{whch s within & mile or two of Jim Fetzer
the alrpo:t], I distinctly rememe

Reader Weekly .

phone, Although I have received
the microscopic junciions in tran-

sistors on the Earth belovw” Thig

_been} barely awdible, this calt was itad fo a surge in fmllw;r)‘ devel-

in & league of its own. apment of their use as’sophjsti-
“When'l answered it, what £ Cated  eleetremagnetic. pulto-

neard sounded like & croas (EMP) wedponry.

between a roar and a loud hum. Indesd, another instance that

have had bad reception and {have

miag noise. The noise scemed o+ ay exemplify theuse of EMP on
a cwnlhn target oocum:d aboul

B¢ osciffsting and I could nat
make. gut any words'being spo;
ken, | Instead, jnﬂ this !oud,

;\d hummmg nofse. ... ilohnlm
confinned that he reccived an
mcoml.ng call ot 19:18 AM onthe

Traq, Saddam Hussein and his
farées Will be instant guinea pigs
for & new generation of US|
weapons which may be used for
the first time in all-out war...
“In: the years since the last
Guif War it- has emerged that
Amezica's so-caled smart bomba
were not as precise or as plenty a¢
the world had been Yed 1o belicve.
“This ime the US and its weapen-
ry havé to bo smanter—If
Washington wanls world accepts
ance of its rely'in brag during and
afler & var, it canaot afford 1o
teash the country and its civilian
Tnfrastructure as it did last fime,
"Which is whete a new suite
of US weapons will come into
their own, These are high-pows
cred mictowave devices, “directs
ed energy? weapons that the US
hopes can be wied jo render a
flcet of army vehictes vseless by
destzoying their igniton or fuek
systems. They witl aleo ¢ause dis -
orientating pain—but apparenily
no lasting damago—Dby playing
with, nerye-ends in the <nemy's
skin®  {eww.emh.com.aufartis

moming of 2% Qctober 2002, -
shontly before the crash.] Could’ 38 miles nocthéast of Na:hwllo
, &1 EMP type event cause this fo on 6 July 2001 51 10:45 AM CST,
" happen to s cell phoncwithinina  Where a misterious power surge
few miles of the immediate® kifled dozend of birds and dam.
area?™, Indeed, the answer sged tranemiltess, phone lines,
sppears 1o be, "Yes”, andeompu:creqmpmml at couns
At Major ‘Seot  Merkle 'ty music radio station, WIFK
caplained in an issue of Mithary (1090 AM), The residents of
. .'mﬂigmm (?m;o'/.‘nwfa.r erg/  Willissason County were shaken
{ by, this , which had

cle.pfit?ﬂ.?.’alfaiﬂ 044561 6227334.
himl),

EMP weapons for - military:
usy appear to have been opem-
tional at least sincc 1997 “On
1$ December 1997 Raytheon TT
Systems  (formerly  Texas
Instruments Defense Systers &

-Electronics) announced that its

AOM-1544 JSOW iwhlch is 2

pbﬂ”?’ M:.‘cr*f&hlm) publithed effects that were icnced over”
in 1892, the cxistence,of these @ large part of the county, Their
“Gpldeneye” -like pulse weapons, dls:u:!nng aecounts h:wc been
first became a reality in the carly h 1ed at hipsifinneg,
1960, While testing thydsogtn . dreamy.com/IGatw il him,

Doalor notaliu $2000 Robitd |

]

oM :
R ol may, quall!y fur an" addillont). $1000
loyalty_robale’ rabataslup td; $2000/

1701'W. M!chlgan st
218»722~4KIA

- bomibs in outer space, hundreds
of miles above the planet,
American and Soviet scienlists
discovered that each atomic blaxl
crested a pulse « of electromagrhets
To energy 3i smular s conventional

More secently, Paul
McGeough of The Sydney
Mornlng Herald (4 Sanuary
2003) of Sydney, Australla, has

confirmed reports that tho United,

States has  new  high-tech

pons to unleash sgainst the

.radio-mado micr , but,with
enetgy 0 gn:a! that lhey ¢raged
magnetic memonies and melted

Tragis fn order to save American
fives, “If the fighting tarts in

lear -EMP weapon) has
been recommended by the wa

“for fleet release, In a repott

released on October 9, the Navy's
Operational Test and Evalustion
Force found JSOW 1o be opora.
tionally effective, operationatly
suitable and recommended §t for
fleet release”(hipitivwwdecp
spaced.comipagesficlence/emple
mpwirheadshim).

ALt General's Congressional
testimony on 17 Juge 997 alto
affirms the adaptability of such

7
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devices to tako out zitcrafii “These

Phll Ratte’ has dravwn lhoughll'u] coms

And it is ridiculows on its faco (o sup-

wespons can interfere with the takeoff and parisons with the Csmahan crash, raising, pos¢ that & herbicido,strong enough to.

-l'andmg of planes. They can bring an nire
“plane down, . ., They can effect the

naiignal power gnd. anything that has got ,
an efectronic chip in it, a circuit board, any

many questions about the similarities,
between the events, including that thcy
were both on finsl fanding approack when
they veered off and dove into the ground;

destroy coca ficlds should Bave no #l--
cffects, Iromically, the US Embassy in

Thursdsy hours before the US offidals
flew into Batrancabenmeja alongside tho
road leadting from 1he Birport 1o the town.
The 1and mines each carricd & 6.5-pound

Co!umbm had just circulated i 10
rcportcrs, noting the ‘precite geographical
coordi . oused 1o spray cous fields,

piece of electronic gear that is touched by » that both had Toss of ceins

one of these weapons,. '
And, they come either a8 nagrow beam
over long distances, or ultra-high beam,

cident upon the loss of control; that bath
could be explained by the use of EMP
weaponry; that their Senate seats were e

ultra-wide beam, ultraswidebeam'wespons  cial to Republican control; and that Carol

‘that ¢an project grester rates of power  Corniody, & former emplnyec of the CIA,

(hrip:ffsun,soci.niu.edu/ ledboth NTS jnvestigations, (The use of

~grypriother/schwelt him),
Bven TIME  magazine’s web site has
1eporied on their availability:

Amerlea’s Ullea-Secret Weapon |,

By Mark Thampson

Posted Sundsy, 19 January 2003; 10 3!
AMEBST

“1ftheres a second Gulf War, get ready
tomeet the hi 3h-p0\\'cr miceowave, HPMs
g bolts d

EMP in the Camahan case may even have
been capm:ed by radar wea\her maps. See

w»n;%s:r i JEhy
‘r‘ﬁ el Ly

*" ierationaliaricastisinces1997:
e

"Carnshan Crash I!MP‘.'“ a.nd related finks

at hitp:liww am.)
Ralte’ beficves—and T agree—ibat

are
Into cruise missiles. . ... HP\J! fry thc

both tragedies deserve further seruliny and
objccmc 1nvutsganun by authoritics nut
the

e P
capans;for mlllgg%}?;ear'to liave

According to embassy officials, a comput
er program scis precise Right lines with a
170-foot widih, leaving Litilc room for

plosive charge, wero atiached to cables
u.nd a detonator and were ready 10 bo set
off; "If tho bomb had gone off, it could
have caused immense damsge,” Vallar said,
It would have spread shrapael over 3 wide
ares and couldhavu wkenout lOor 15 pco-‘

efror(hitp:/fwwwgmericas.org) /nlr/2
000I240_herblcida_douses_si_s_fenatora
e -

At though one close call were not
rtemarkable enough, bombs wero found at

RS -x-(’.n-:*
becn-
‘z.

crueial Jocations as Senator \Vcllstone cons
tiaued his visit ‘to the small town of
Barrancabermeja,  Although American
authoritizs-denied that the Senstor of the
U5 Ambassador w0 . Colombia, Annc

sophisticated p and
gear necessary to produce, protect, store
and deliver such agents. The pam:rful elece

“-tromagnetlc pulses can travel into deeply

. program | three years sgo, *There are sngas Wellstone was doused with herbicido while :

buried bunkers.
. ""The HPM is a tlop-secret program, and
e Pentagon wants to keep it that \'ray.

.."Pclmcal insiders know that a numbcr of

U8 Congrestmen and US Senators suspect
that both Wellstone and Camahan were
assassinited but are afraid to speal: out”,
Ratte” remarks, “They aro afraid fof their
jives bcmusc of the anthrax attacks on fwo

Senior mnlstary officials have d
hints about a riew, classified weapon for
$raq but won't provide desails., St infor-

us S [Tom Daschel
and Patrick Leahy] and the assassination of
two mors, Democrtic US Senstors, At

mation about HPMs, first fi ", et

FDR rked, *There are ve coineid

¢d in 1999, has trickled out. *High-power
mictowave, technology is ready for ‘the
trangition te active weapons in the US mil«

in politics."
jt should also be obscrvcd that Senator
Wellstone had experienced two close calls

itary,' Air Foree Colonel Eifeen Wailing  during visits te Soulh America in-recent
iwrote in 4 rare, unclassified report onthe  years, Ona !‘acl-i’ndmg ¢rip to Columbia,

that mictowsve weapons will fepresent 2
revolutionary concept for warfare, princie
pally because rng:rcwavcs a1 detigned to
incopacitale cquipment  rather  than
humans,’ (ipifwwwitlmte.com/tinelcove
ers/1 1016301 27inmicrohiml).

It may not remain “fop seeret” for Tong.
Even The New York Times (¥ Fcbma:’y
Zws)hasnwned that the war with Jrag is
£oing 10 be fought using theso sophisticats
2d weapens, aimost in passing a3 an aside:
“Although somo experimental weapons are
expected to be used—including high pow-
eredimicrowave weapans that could fash
millions of warts of ¢lecinicity to cn‘pplu
Iragi compuler and ¢quipment—the alr
campaign would shut down but not destroy
important ¢ity Services, tike water and
¢lectricity, so they could more cisily bo-
real.ulcd to m\mmmd public health prob-
lems™*

he was observing'a Columbmn National’
Police Ul
0Weekly News Update on xhe Amcncu.
which Teported it, “Wellstone and other
members of his de!egallon were hit with a
fing spray of ‘the heshicide glyphasare
from a helicopter ﬂymg Tess than 200 feot
above them,

“Jse_before the dncident, L1, Col,
Marcas Péderos, 1he po!ﬁce officlal in
charge of the spriying miission, had
assured Wellstone the spray posed no risk
1o humans, animals or the, ¢nvironment.*
That seems 10 b false, “Glyphosate hay
causal Binksto acryfamide, which sumy out
10 bt & potent nerve toxin in humans that
can bring about the teanslocationef mércu-,
1y toxing stored in the fat cells of the body
to cross the blood-Brain barsier and poison«
brain celly, according to a recent medical
wepett{Anpiiiwwwl-sitorg.ukiacry-
lamide.php).

P , who panied him, wers tar-.

geted for assassinalion, suggesting it was
mercly a “coincidenco™, Pollew Colonel’
Toté Miguel Villar aand \‘-’ellslona and
Patterson were the mbst inkcly faTgets,
Aceording 10 ABCNews.com, which
repotted the story, “Vittar said two shrips
nel-wrapped land mines were found on

plet”  (hurpidiat 20 s
worfa'/Da.'!mexfcofumbfaW!ZW himd),
Wellstone, displaying Ris knack for-
;l:mdmg up'to political pressuce, was oneg
of a handful of senators opposing a $1.3
billion US aid plan ostensibly directed
against drug trading in Columbia and said
e would ingitt that Colombia get no more

" US aid untit it improved its human rightt

record, Ratte” has observed that the herbi-
cide; through its links wilh acrytamide,
might have induced Wellstone’s MS.

Mereury polsoning appears to have NS,

Parkinson's, and ALS. .among ity effects,
Maybe they had kitled him, Juu not fast
enowgh, ; N
Jim Fewer & professor of philosepky at
UMD, hat beoome eomvinied by his Invee-
figatlons that Paul Wellsioné wag saken out
Jor political reasons, and thar Aly death
hisg properiy qualified as an agrassiaation.
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NTSB ends f; fact-fmdmg

in Wellstone crash

Ofﬁczals-are | ito iagigvmﬁ dlerepoll;tsmd 4
If Wellstone'sichartere
expected I,O,ISSI]G a ‘airplane:flew off ::ourse bes

ﬁnal’report 01'1 the .Cause of VOR; pmblems,zthat

misdirection alone wouldn’t

explain why the plane
fatal acczdent Ulltll cra%hed Thags because.the

']ate ﬂns-year ‘Eveleth-Virginia VOR pro-

. -vides only lateral gu:dance to

ByTonyKennedyh PRy = C@-runway’ s«:enterlme, not

aStar,'l‘nbuneSraﬁWnter - ‘,guldance for'descendinig durs
ing the approach.

- The;National Transporta- 'Still, ‘the VOR report js 'of
tion: Safety Boaxd (NTSB)'has  keen..interest sto: Av1auon
completed:jts. major fact-find-  Charter Inc., the air charter
ingin the plane crash thatkilled \company that operated . Well-
| Sen. Paul-Wellstone, an NTSB  sfone's; flight, which also,
spokesmansa;d'hxesday ' ‘Killed; the;plane’s two, pilots;
‘Bu; thesnextiphiase of; the Richard;Conry;and: Michael
mvesugatlon—— producmg;a Guess, and five others;,
ﬁnal;report that:includesia , - :Previous-NTSB' reports
proposed probable cause;and have noted (thatiithe! pilots
proposedsafetyrecommenda- were flying; below, recomz
Hions,~could stretch-pastthe 'mended speeds: ons ‘the:
hcme:-yeas:v‘anmversary -of the iplane’s:final.approach, tojthe,
Oct....25- @ccident. N']:SB' :airport; raising the pcssnblhty
spokesman Paulj;Schiamm  -of pilot error as,the cause.of
said the timing.of the final re- thecrash; - . g, v
ort.isn't easily] predxcted,«but . .When;jnvestigators:0ffer a
inalréports-in;other:major  probable ‘causein; their, final
investigations thave beenspro- report,:the, NTSB will yote on
duced 12 to;14:months after it Schlamm said:. .
;heaccxdent ¥, Eden:Praitie- based: Avias
-On 'I'uesday,.:he NTSB tion: Charter has ﬁ!edmonﬁ—,

" {made public, its. study, of the cation;that.it.might.sue the

navigational! aid: -at the state of Minnesota for nat,
Eyeleths sVirginia- Mumcrpal precisely- maintaining;t the
[ Airport, a subject ‘previously VOR- . equipment; -at; the
mentioned because a post- Eveletthrglma alrport. 'I"he
[accidenit.chéck flight found  State Department of, Tran’s=

. § thE instrument Slightly dut of portation’s Office of Acronaii-

tolerance with-Federal Avia- tics maintains VOR transmit-

O
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tion Admipistration (FAA) tersatia‘dozensiall ¢ airports.
 guidelines. in  Minnesota.

,The NTSB, Jfeported that' ', ‘Wellstdne's .plane AWas
the nonprecnsmn “VOR” radio -»headmgﬁfor an-east-to-wese
beacon at Eveleth- -Virginia landing on the Eveieth~
Lhas been charactenged@s Ay Vn'glma 'runway when ‘|!t
mugh facility” bécdude ore  véered south without makmg
in-the surrounding, gmund .a distress: calls The sfwin-
has been known to-affect its- turboprop~ ng ‘AirA100,
signal! ‘But after'several post-  craghed “about two. -miles,
accndent flight checks of the southeast .of the. runway
system, the NTSB reported no NTSB investigators found. no;
serious’ ‘problems findipg.the mechanical problems v with) the

unway. ;plane, which was destroyed by
| * “Inall cases the VOR deliv-. «.the impactand fire; . ., opuse
ered the alrcraft 10 ajposition - - wwe - -

relative fo the t mnway appro- Tony Kennedylsat .
priate|fora-normal fransition _ fonyk@stdrtribuneicont., o
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: from ‘Duluth has threatened to take legal action

s .- B -_f -3'.

An official’ mvesiJgatlon! has focused on
pilot error and weather. Some obsérvers -
- still have suggested a political plot.

Findings don't slow
conspiracy theories |
on Wellstone cmshm

By Kevin Dlaz
Star T?tbune Washington Bureau Correspondent

WASHINGTON D.C. — When federal inves- B3~
tlgators released a report last month about the _§i.
plane crash that killed Sen, Paul Wellstone.

L

some members of Congress hioped it would dis- '} .‘ s o
pel talk that his plane was sabotaged. T Bl -
itdidn't. Thomas B!eter '

IniInternet chat groups, political Web sites hasstarteda
dnd the published reports of several leftist aca< chat’ group
denics, conspiracy theories about Wellstone's  eritical of con- ~4
.death last Octobey faintain' a life of their own,  spiracy talk,
“particutarly in northern Minnesota.

In one nasty exchange, a retired prosectitor

dgainst a University of Minnesota-Duluth phi-
losophy professor who espouses the belief that
the Bush White House had a hand in Wellstone's
demise.
The former prosecutor, Thomas Bieter, al-
leges that the professor, Kennedy»assassmauon bt o
.theorist James Fetzer, has committed “criminal James Fetzer
defamation” by publishing articles suggesting a ~hag suggest-
-government coverup of thecrash mvest:ganon ed agovern-
v v..mentcoverup .
.of the prohe

' CRASH continues on AT7:

$)
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Wellstone associates say
they have done nothing to
-encourage-such -speculation,
which some fear could trivials
ize the senator’s political
legacy and turn his memory
‘Into a marbid. pop culture
story.. ' '

“It’s not productive,” for-
mer. Wellstone aide Allison
Dobson said. “We're'very anx-
Jious to get to the boftom of
the crash, but at the same
time, this sort of thing seems
like chasing one’s own tail.., . .
We have every confidence
that the'NTSB and the FBI ‘are
‘doing their woik'well,” -

But-a final report by the
NTSB (National Transpoitas
tion Safety-Board):is months
away;

Left-wing theorles {

. ‘When a-prominent politi-
.cal figure ‘dies suddenly, it
isn’t uncommon for rumors
and spéculationl to spring to
tlife. When- ‘White Houge
lawyer Vince Foster commit=
ted sticide in 1993, for exam:
| ple, right-wing groups alleged
ithat he was murdered and
that then-President Clinton
and First Lady Hillary Clinton
.covered it up,

¢ In Wellstone’s case, suspi-
-clons surfaced withiiti days 6f
'the Oct. 25 crash near 'the
Eveleth-Virginia'Municipal
' Airport-that killed him,3kis
wife, Shéila, their daughter
Marcia, ‘three staffers. aid
both pilots operating ‘thé
chartered Beéchéraft King Air
A100airplanie: s
. In-an Oct, 28 article pub:
‘lislied oh ‘an alternative joisr-
nalisin'‘Web site under’the
title “Was Paul.-Wellstohé
Murdéred?” Buffalo State
Collegé-joitrnalism professor
:Michael Niman wrote, “There
is no-indication today that
Wellstone's death was the re-
sttt of foud play. What we do
.know, however, is that Well
‘stone emerged as the inost
visible obstacle standing in
the way of a draconian potiti-
cal agenda by an unelected
government. And now he is
convenientlygone.”
* Inthetarticlé, postéd on
AlterNet.org; the professor
expresséd surprise that Well-

| stone had “lived this long,

f

O

- ey
- Nifan's ar{iclewwas also.

followed by a number of simi-
lar pieces in. the left-wing
press, notably one by syndi-
cated: cartoonist and com-
mentator Ted Rall speculat-

" ing-that Wellstone was killed

so Republicans could-regain
control of ‘the Senate, *Did
government gangsters mur-
der the United States’ most

-liberdl Jegislator?” Rall wrote

ina column Oct. 29, !
Rall’s piece has since be-
.come fodder for discussion

, ~~and condemnation — on'a

number of Websites. ' |
The column was followed
by- & piece by ex-Los Angeles

' police officer and journalist

Michael Ruppeit; who con:
cluded in his political
newsletter; From the Wilder-
ness, that top Democratic of-
ficials are twice aslikely to die
in plane crashes as Republi-
-Cans, i -

Ruppert, best known for
his accusations of alleged CIA
drug trafficking, called’the
‘history of plane crashes-cul:
-minating in Wellstone's déath
, ‘too full of coincidences.”

+*Conspiratorialists’
‘The official Washington;
investigation has focused on!
a.combinationiof pilot error
:and northeri- Minnesota
weather, ~
‘Rep.Jim Oberstar of Du-
luth,'the top Democrat on thé/
-House Transportation and Tn~
frastructure Committee, said’
the joint FBI and NTSB ifivesti-
gation_has raised enough
questions about the two pilots'
approach in low cloud coverto
putaside the theories of “con-

" spiratorialists.”

“Every :allegation.regard-.

| ing sabotage. was fully

investigated,.and the. NTSB
came up with no evidence of
that,” said Mary Kerr, Ober-
-star’s press aide:

But the cduse.of the crash

is still far from ‘setiled inarti-

O

involving Fetzer, the Duluth

Foundation grant in 1996 for

science, .

Fetzer, an ex-Marine who'
has published several books
and papers'about the JFK ag-
sassination, opened the- first
of six articles in the Dulith
Reader Weekly. about the
‘Wellstone crash by saying,
“Cohspiracies are as Ameri-
can as apple pie.” !

‘Discounting weather, pilot
efror or mechanical problems

lin Wellstone’s flight, Fetzer’s

‘articlés have seized on the
gt_)‘sfsibiii,ty. of " sabotagé

rought‘on by-a futuristic
electromagnetic pulse
weapon that he said could
have disabled the plane's

cotiipuiterized components.
‘Evidence fot this,'he said
in an interview, was- the ab:
Sence of any distress call from
‘thelpitots-and the odd cell-
phone ‘experience reported
by St. Louis County labbyist
John Ongaro. .
Ongdro, who was near the
airport when Wellsténe'’s
plane went*down, has dis-
missed the significance of hi§
experience, in which he said

hiis cell phorie made “strange”

sounds and then disconnects
ed. :
“It's not uriusual for éell

‘phories to cut out, especially -
in: northern Mitinesota,” he -

said,

- Fetzer's articles rely less
.0on hard evidence of any kind
of murder plot than on afgl
ing that the-investigators’

'} firdings don’tadd up,

, More provocative than
Fetzer's-theoties about how
Wellstone's plane went down
-are 'his conclusions about

| 'Who was resporisible:

“When 1 suggest Republi-
cans ‘may have been in-
volved,” he wrote in the
Readeér, “] do'not meéan the

-average GOP voter: I mean
thé troika-that-runs!the govs

‘ernment;.consisting’ of Dick
Cheney, Karl Rove and Don:

ald Rumsfeld.”

cles and Internet discussions™

philosophy pitofessor-who. '["""KWIiiié’House spokesman |

won a $100,000 McKnight
his work in the philosophyof .

. County attorney’s office.

said he had no'comment
dbout Fetzers.allegations, -
Fetzer's theories do not im-
plicate Sen. Norm Coleman,
R:Minn., who was.running
against Wellstone when he
died. Two Coleman aides dis-
missed Fetzer's' accusations
privately but declined to
make any public comment;
Fetzer's theories ‘have
caught the attention of re-
tired St. Louis County prose:
cutor Thomas Bieter,whohas
‘starfed a critical Internet'chat
group, called FETZERclaims-
DEBUNK. b
Much of.the give-and-take
on the Web site has been be-
tween Fetzer and Bieter; who
once took a philosophy
course from Fetzer and con-
sidered him a friend. The two
are now bitter antagonists.
Bieter'has threatened to
take his case to his former
colleagues at-the St, Louis

Chief prosecutor John De--.
Santo said his office wouid be
unlikely to get involved. But
that has not deterred Bieter,
who said-Fetzericould face
civil sanctionsaswell. |*" ™

“I simply ‘think dt's.
irresponsible to-publish artit
clesraccusing Republicans,
the ‘FBI and the NTSB:of an: .
assassination coverup before. !
the/investigation hasieven. |
‘been completed,” Betérsaid, !

Fetzer said he has not spo-. .
ken -out-about the WellStone' .
death as a university profes-
sor but as a private citizen:. p

{“This is-not: done ‘off the
top of my head,” he said. “I'm .
not just interestéd in stirring.
up some . .. storm. I'miinter-s
ested in the truth; If Fcan be-
‘come’ convinced that I am
mistaken. about this, T will
gladly accept that and sleep
-easier at night. Because, be-
lieve me,:the implications of
this-are profoundly disturb-
ing”

KevinDilazisat
kdlaz@meclatchyde.conm,
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National Transportation Safety Board investigators in
Washingtén on Tuesday discuss their findings in the crash that
killed U.5. Sen. Paul Wellstone and seven others.
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BY CHARLES LASZEWSKI and TOM WEBD '\
Pioneer Press :

. WASHINGTON, D.C.
A;ascading series of mistakes by the pilofs

ying a plane carrying U.S. Sen. Paul
Wellstone and five other passengers was
responsible for the fatal crash, a yearlong
investigation by the National Transportation

Safety Board concluded Tuesday. i

Minutes before the crash, Capt. Richard Conry and ;
co-pilot Michael Guess missed or ignored at least two
indicators that the plane was in trouble as it approached
the Eveleth-Virginia Alrport on Oct. 25, 2002.

Had they vecognized the warning signs, the pilots
should have been able to abort {he landing in time to
avold the crash, the five-member board unanimously
agreed.

Instead, the Beech King Air A100 turboprop fell short :
of the runway and crashed into a swamp two miles south
of the airport, bursting into flames. Investigators said
that because of the pilots’ mistakes, the aircraft failed to
maintain “adequate airspeed, which led to an aerody-
natnic stall from which they did not recover.” S

“This is a tragic accident that really shouldn't have
happened,” said NTSB chief Ellen Engleman. “We find
there is never oxi@rs,“'@g e-factor,-hut you get a domino
effect, ‘They ha 3seﬁ§gaf'ogpoﬁu§ime§: correct-and
they were not able £ colrects - '

Wellstone; wife, Sheila;

; thelr da} éﬂerr Mafcla

Wellstone Marlauson; campalgn workers Mary
McEvoy, Tom Lapic and Wi *M‘ctahg}}\u‘rt{{eft St. Piml’s
downtown a!rp{)it at 9:37 am, for Eveleth, where they

[ omnsmas \
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+ aboye sea level, the crew shift

Investigators detail Qsh W

of Wellstone flight
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- Seconds before it crashed, the plane’s speed drops to 76
knots, causing the aircraft to stall, Because of the low
altitude, the pilots were not able to recover.

Compiled by staff writer Tom Majesk

Source: National Transportation Safety Board,
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Eveleth-Virginia
Municipal Airport
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At fivé miles out, the plane intercepts M AOR, -,
sigalifor funwdy 27, Rather than make a _[igbt‘.}‘é

turn 0 stay on.the proper heading, the aircraft
continues flying to the southwest. LoW airspeeds;
likely triggered a stall warning device to g9 gf{"*‘

the south, Investigators said it was traveling toe fast and
could not make a normal turn toward runway 27.
“TIM MONTGOMERY / PIONEER PRESS
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The Beechcraft King Air A100 approaches/airport from

Lo .. —

L LA st en ot R
\V@{g‘to attend a friend's funeral]
before going on o a campaign

tstop.+in - Duluth, The -plane
crashed at 1022 am, o

'._p0ard member Richard Heal-
Ing commended NTSB imre_sgi3

gators for their efforts to deterd

mipe what caused the plane {o

g9,down. But hie limented that

Ho.one.may ever know how the

Ipilgis missed the red flags or
(whythey failed to make the

jproner adjustments,

. yWe don’t krioi why,” Heal.,

!m isald. “It's quite speculative,”
Coekpit, voice -recorders and,

5mg~“,;j; data recorders are not

jreguired in planes-like the King

F% 00.

A1
T : '
19, MILES OF DISASTER

NESB investigators  used
Nradar -tracking datd and
sipulations.of the flight's final
moments, to piece, .together a
moment-by-moment, re-creation

of,the, accident as the plane
approached Eveleth, .
efrom about 10. miles out;
everything seemed to go wrong;,
mifbout 10:10 am. — or 12
minutes before the cragh - the
plane"was. tfaveling. foo. fast. to
properly extend .the “landing
e flying at 3,500ifeet

the aireraft’s engine toward idle;

“tosreduce. speed.and get the
: wheels down,

am As the plang neared
Eveleth at 10:18, it swung too far
north and was not propérly
lined up for a final approach to
the runway,

B W,

Pilots fly a mile beyond the.
“riormal approach path before
turiing west, At-this point,
investigatars say, they should
have declared a missed /4,7
approdch and asked Dufuth’
air traffic controllers to clear
them for another atte:i'ﬁpt. .

J

0SBy 1020~ the “pliots©haa
f;i&mmgbr overcome- that: mls-

e and were back on target for
thidriinway. But the plane azain
diifted off.course, ‘this time to
theisouth. It was so wide.of the
imark'that the pilots should have

again,
Lx Less than, a.minute later;

jthe plane’s approach speed

deopped below the recommend:
edf130 knots and continued.to

' fai!; an event that also should

hive triggered a decision fo
abort the landing. When the

stalléd, veered sharply left and
crashed.

#NTSB investigator Charlie
Pereira sald that scenario. was

1er

“consistent with a stall and loss

was' in sight and the landing
gear~was ‘down;- “thé airplane

*

should never have been flown

¥,

tbelow 130 knots,” he sald,

abiorted the landing and tried |

spéed fell to 76 knots, the plane-

of;control” Unless the airport

"'J‘f ohit Clark; N1 B diréetorof ™
the:Office of Aviation' Safety,
speewlated -that Conry: -and’
Glj@s? may have lost track of the -
' plané and let it go off course
J whileitrying to correct the earli-

er-prqblems they ereated involv-
- inggr.excessive speed, and the

lapding gear. .

+Johanne Conry, wife of the

" pilot,isat in the-second row of
the hearing room, listening to
i nefirly all 90 minutes of the
meeling, After hearing investi-
* gators criticize her husband’s
flying. abilitles, she walkeéd out

! of~thé room, appearing upset_

F andlleaning on a friend’s arm,
Sherdeclined to answer any-
questions from reporters.

bini
5 IFLIGHT COMPANY'
ti1 PROBLEMS
S N ]

fié board also was, eritical of

L{Charter Aviation, the Eden
Prairie company that owned the
planeland provided the training
for{ Cqnry and Guess. ,

+Board investigators said the
comfiany had standard operating
prigcétiures, but many of its pilots
were] unaware of .them. Had

nry and Guess been following

thosej procedures, they would
speed, of 130 knots.and ‘aborted
the landing after the plane veered
off course the second tithe,

“The board also said the two
pilotsj failed to work as a team
and back each other .up..when
probléms arose, a finding the
hoard blamed on inadequate
training. Charter Aviation had an

haye imaintained an, approach |

approved training unit designed
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-pany’s--manageément to pilots

f to help pilots acquire those skills,
but the company’s ground school
used.only.a.part. of it..Also, ‘the
piots were not required to do

 tion to the afreraft’s instru-

Taents, Jf they had, sald NTSB's
Bill Bramble, “at least one of
them” would have observed the
plane wasin danger.,
Finally, there was o' inecha-
nism for pilots to’ file anony-
mous reports alerting the com-

who ldcked skills or showed

lapses in jgxdgment,"rhat was

O

especially signiﬁcan?:\ inEnry’s
case. Investigators sald quick
action by his co-pilots saved pre-

therefore chooses not to com.
ment on the' NTSB findings,”
said Michael Lindberg, an attor-

vious flights on which Conry ™ hey representing the Wikners,

the heating Tuesday. In August,
Aviation Charter and several
related companies agreed to a
$25 million seftlement from the
¢rash to be divided -among the .
familiés ;of :the Wellstones and
their- aldes.--The -.companies -

simulations on the techniques, had made gserious mistakes, Jeff Blodgett, Wellstone's cam-

according to the board. Roger and Shirley Wikner, paign manager at the time of the
The result was the pilots ownersof Aviation Charter, could crash, said the NYSB report was

were'not paying enough atten-  not bereached for comment after “extremely painful and dishurb-

Ing” to him and others at Well-
stone Action, the organization
formed to carry on the work of
Paul and Sheila Wellstone.

. “It is now crystal clear-that
the crash didn’t have to happen
and-never should have hap:

admiftéd no wrongdoing.
- Aviafion

‘Charter

pened,”™ Blodgett sald. “These
has twe pilots never. should have
reached a settlement that is been allowed. to fly people in

some acc_"'ountabillty for those
who lef thoge pilots fly.

“As a cuistomer;-when. you
hire a company, you expect that
the pilots carrying this precious,

-cargo are highly qualified to
.safely carry. people,” he said.
“And that was not the case here,
And it's very painful to find that
-oiat after the fact.” _

He said “there aré major
questions about the training,
‘background -and credibility of
the pilots, and questioris about,
thé management of those
pilots,” He added, “It’s deeper,
than a mistake in midair If’s
overwhelming.”

- e B I A P e . St
and Mark, were not available for:
comment. =~ . -

RULED OUT

\vercast conditions, low visi::
bility and light -Fain ‘the
morning of the fiight might. also,
have contributed to the erash.
Low clouds might have prevent-
ed them from seeing the landing
strip, sald. Frank .Hilldrup,.the
investigator-in-charge. |
There were reports of freez-
ing rain in the area. But for they
last four minutes and 23 sec
ohdsf.@f,?he flight, thé plane was.
in an area where ice should noty
have accumulated on the piane’s
wings and did'not affect its per
formance .during - descent,the,
board coricitded. :At most, I
there was light ice on the wing’s
leading’ edge, .the plarie wwould
have been slightly more susecep-,
tible to. stalling at low speeds,
}Bpt_,ﬂl‘g aircraft already was in
{rouble, Pereira said,
The board also dismissed
pllot fatigue as .a factor, even

nursing job and flown an‘early-
morning charter flight during

thepast two days. -
‘Alsg ruted out were-equips

acceptable to all parties and that plane, and I do hope there”

‘It sounds™ like " " Tlassid}
behind-the-airplane - gcenaiio
and they lost track of what.ivas
important,” said Eric ‘Doten,
| director of the Center for Aero
space Safety and Security Edu-{
-cation at Embry-Riddle | Aero-
nautics University -in Florida.
\ “They should have gone around,
-gathered: their thoughts- and
‘then done it right.” ]
. In faet, Conry onee told.:a

friend- that he was® uncorfort
able flying the King Air because,
he was unable to keep up with}
everything-he should be-doing
in the cockpit.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Thg board -also -saved -some
criticism for the Federal Avid

though. Conry "had workq@=eaj -

ment problems.. All parts of the;
alreraft were well maintajned;
and working properly. The alr-
port’s radio beacon was.!(fine
within five miles of the runwa
and was not a contributing fac
tor, either, the board concluded.
Most aeronautics experts
contacted by the Pioneer Press|

L bilot error are reasonable,

on Tuesday, said ‘thé Nrsgl | abilotandcopilot ]
investigation appeared to be]

thorotigh dnd:its' conclusions Orl

ation:  Administration. The .
agency inspected Aviattan Char-
'ter but failed £6 detect the train-
ing lapses cited in the NISB
veport. Nor did FAA ins_pectors
fly with the company’s pilots.
.les Door, an  FAA,
(spokesman, defended  the
agency’s Minneapolis office and

or ahead of schedule. .
" The NTSB ‘recommended
.that the FAA make four changes

to prevent future accidents:

» Include in-alr and ground ,

'schiool inspections. .
& Require more cockpit man-
agément training for all charter
: companies that staff flights with

w Determine-whether-planes
could be equipped with warning
systems that sound an alarm

The Wellstones’ sons, David

found to be feasible,

that Wel

nesota-Dilutk.

The ‘board also renewed its
- recommendation that video cams
eras bé required in the ¢
of planes, Such eqiipment would
be espectally important i1 small
€r planes like the Beech
100 and others that “are not
required to havé flight dafa o'
cockpit voice recorders, ’
‘The'board’s conclusions and
recommendations did.not satis..
fy ieveryone, particularly those
who have circulated speculation: g
on the Internet and elséwhere

at Wellstone’s plane was sabi-
taged to prevent his re-election.
. Oneé of the most prominent
proponents of that argument is
James Fetzer, a philoséphy pro-
dessor at the University ' of Min-

- “My- posftion is that this

=" EStblSRprocedires for )
using such systems if they are

cockpits

King Alr

1-Fetzer sald Tuésday.

sald it conducted its inspeetions |
of the company properly andon |

- crash was not an-accident, that

the_moﬁveq appear to have been
political and that the White
House may have been involved,”
He discounted the NTSB con-
clusion that pilot error catised
the crash. Instead; he suspects,!
thé plane was brought down by
a “modern electmmagnetic-,type

erglly not known to the public,

Toin Majeskt and Jim Ragsdale
tontributed to this report.

Charles Laszewski canbe ™ %
reached'Gt tlaszetoski@pioneer

DPress.éom or 651-228-5458, Tom

Webb can be reached at

weapon whose existence is gen-{ '

twebb@pioneerpress, coni or

when speeds, drop to dangerous

levels.‘

202-383-6049, :
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too slow

-ByGreéGordon.u - el
Star Tribune Washington
| Bureau Correspondent

WASHINGTON, D.C, - Pi-
lots flying too slowly on a
landing approach caused the
i Charter-piane crasli that killed

and five others last year, the
National Transportation Safe-
ty Board concluded Tuesday.
By voice vote, the five-
member board also adopted
- staff findings that the pilots
lacked proper training in crew
coordination and were prob-
ably so inattentive or distract-
-ed that they didn't react to the
speeddrop untiltoolate. -
Mild icing from a light
snowfall did not affect the des

Sen. Paul Wellstone, the pilots

I

: =
scent of the twin-prop King Air

A100 before jt crashed on O&t. " -
25, 2002, 2 miles southeast of "}

the Eveleth-Virginia Munici-
pal Airport in northern Min-
nesota, the panel concluded.

“The probable cause of the
accident was the flight crew’s
failure to maintain adequate
airspeed, which led to an
aerodynamic stall from which
they did not recover,” the
board said.

The findings came after a
13-month investigation that
included attempts to recon-
struct and simulate the air-
craft’s flight path and trajecto-
1y before it veered_to, the Jeft
and crashed in the woods,

CRASH contiues on'A16

‘ T _ JmMone/Associated Press fiephoto
‘Federal Investigators sifted thiiigh the debris Oct, 27,2002,
The Natlonal Transportation Safety Board blamed piloterror for.

the accident thatkiiledelghti  ~ _—
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/ THE FINAL MINUTES:
| A FAILED APPROACH

——

e

Federal investigators sald Tueséay that in the final niinutes of !
flight, the plane carrying Sen. Paul Wellstone and seven others !
niever established & steady approach path and slowed .

suddenly enough'to cause it to stall and fall from the sky.
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r”"l‘he board urged the Federal.

Aviation Administration’ (FAA)
| 0 tighten regulations.on.on-
demand charter companies so
they are required to conduct
coordinated pilot training,
It also urged. in-flight in.
spections of charter airlines
and the appointment of an éx-
. pert panel to consider requir-
-ing a low-airspeed-warning
b system.that would. givre charter
- pilots more time to react.”
. NTSB Chairwoman Ellen
;gngleman said board investi-
zgators learned after the crash
hof several incidents of past
;'.fslopp_iness”'by captain Rich- -
ard Conry, 55, who. hearly
caused an accident with Well-
stone aboard three days before:
rthe crash, Coriry and copilot
:Michael Guess, 30, had “a gen-
éral history of below-average
‘¢apability and performance,”
kEngleman said.
k Had Awviation Charter Inc.,
;g_he Eden Prairie carrier that
coperated the flight, set.up a
vsystern for. colleagues to report
bpilot lapses- anonymously, it
bmight have produced “a red
flag” for corrective action, she
said. {
.w-During a 90-minute heag- .
ing, NTSB the staff painted this
rscenario of the final approach:
F > Heading north, thé plane |
Lovershot the westbound air-
fport approach path by about:a.
bmile, but continued -turning
left and converged oh the ap-
proach colwse:
?‘ > When the plane .de-
-tscended to 3,500 feet, its land-
ing gear was not lowered, ds is
proper procedire, = :
»'. » The plane crossed the -
-pairport;approach colirse again
S miles east of the airport but;
Linexplicably,.did not pick up-
zthe course.  * ~ o
L. »The plane accelefated. io:
1171 knots while descendiiig be-
.low 2,500 feét — beyond the
‘correct speed of 130 knots,
sprobably forcing the pilot to
flower the throttle settings:to
“nearidle” .
> Within.3 miles.of the
runway,. the, plane slowed. to
‘Hithe récommended approach
:speed! of 130:knots, then.con-
stinuted to Jose aiispeed, per-
*Haps ‘more: rapidly when the
planding gearwaslowered,
b, - » The last radar reading

to reelect Democrat-Wellstone'

stand-in for Wellstone, to_ give

first elected not to fly. Butlead

changed his mind after making

port hiad visibility of 4 miles,
"NTSB's Office of Aviation Safe:

"icing conditions between 8,000
‘hdye been enough-to cause the

‘through:that:zone, in, two mins
‘utes and 24 secohds, méteorol-

- - \ ey
had dropped to 76 knots (about.
87 miles,per hour) —= the stail
level'identified by its manufac-
turer, possibly triggering an '}
audio stall warning inside the
cockpit.-At 6 knaots, the-air-
plane was about 50-knots, too
stow, the poafd conchided:
Moments later, the plane
veered sharply and crashed
through treetops and burned.

Besides Wellstone, 59, vi¢-
tims included his wife,:Sheila,
§8; their daughter, Marcia
Wellstone*Markuson, 33; DFL
official Mary McEvoy, 49; Well:
stone campaign aides Will Mc-
Laughlin; 23, and Tom Lapic,
49,and the flight créw,

The accident; 10 days before
voters were.to decide whether

10 a third term i the Senate,
shocked the nation and may
have eniabled Republicans to,
regain control-of the U.S. Sen-
ate. Republican Norm Cole-
man defeated former Vice
President Waltér-Mondale; a

the GOP a one-vote Senate ma-
jority. . %

. The board's-findings, to be-
detailed-in.the coming weeks, |
could dispel allegations of sab=
otage from conspiracy. theo-

Tists who.have questioned the

timing of the crash,

It was snowing the day-of
Wellstone's scheduled flight
from the Twin Cities to the Iron
Range for the'funeral of the fa-
ther of a state législator. After
checking the weather, Conry

investigator Frank Hilldrup:
told -the board’ that -Conry

a second call to an FAA Flight
Service Station in-Duluth and
learning that thé ‘Eveleth.air-.

*John.Clatk,.director 6f the

ty, said investigators uncov-
ered. no eviderice that Conry.
was pressured, te make.the
flight ) i
The head of a board mete-
orology team told thepanel.
that the weather — moderate

and 11,000 feet =~ should not'

crash. ahyway, The. plane flew-

shigwed that'the ?31§nefs-§ggéq;qg§it;‘K£‘{‘ig'I{gtty said, and air- |

.
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National Transportation Safety Board Investigators, from left, Charlie Pereira, Frank Hilldrup and John
Clark met Tuesday in Washington to discuss the crash that killed Sen. Paul Wellstone and seven others,

OTHER VICTIMS OF THE CRASH
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Will McLaughiin, Tomlaple, 49,

| ShellaWellstone, MarclaWelistone Mary McEvay,

58, wasthewife  Markuson, the 49, wasamem- 23, analdeto was a staff as-
of Sen. Pau!Well-  couple's daugh- ber of the cam- Welistone, was sistant on the
stone, ter, was 33. palgn staff. single, campaign team,

Ron Edmonds/Associated Press |
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craft descending below 5,000
feet would have actually been
“shedding” ice.

Chatlie Pereira, who headed

a board team that investigated

the plane’s performance, said a

look “at how this flight crew

performed the approach sheds
some light” on whr the plane

. lost speed so rapidly in its Iast
90 seconds of flight.

. “Before the airplane de-~
scended to 3,500 feet,” he said,
“the landing gear should have
been lowered and the airplane
slowed to 130 knots. Instead;

! he said, the plane hit 3,500 feet

at 156 knots and accelerated to
170 knots while descending
through 2,500 feet.

“This tells us that the land-
ing gear was still retracted,”
Pereira said, “Thus, for the re-
mainder of the descent, the
power would have to be at a
lower-than-normal setting —
near flight idle = in order for
the airplane to slow and de-
scend simultaneously,

“At about 2,200 feet ... we
believe the landing gear was
lowered, and our simulations
confirm that.”

But the landing gear exten-

i

sion and the low power setting
could have easily caused the
plane’s speed to drop sharply
to staillevels, Pereira said,

He said flight crews can fail |
to maintain minimum air-
speed “through inattention,
distraction and by not adher-
ing to standard operating pro-
cedures.” ) )

Investigators have no way of
knowing if a stall warning
sounded and Conry or Guess
tried to react, he said; because |
the plane had neither a flight
data recorder nor a cockpit
voice recorder. They were not'




If a warning sounded, the
crew might have -had up-to

! cight seconds tor,add power, |
Pereira $aid, but the pilots also
could have induced astall, i’

' they redcted by pulling back,

O [ required on charter gircraft.

. suddenly leveling off or making

a sharp right turn upon seeing |
I theairport. , ;
I (N also -possible that a
! light coat of ice on the leading
edge. of the wings could have’
raised the stall speed slightly so
i that the stall occurred just pric
or to ~ or at about the same
time —- as the stall warning,”
Pereirasaid. -

“Ong thing is clear,” he said.
L “The flight crew did not recov-
¢ er from, the stall. The airplane
! should siever have been. flown

below 130 knots until-the airf
portwas in sight.”

Board officials noted that
Conry passed a flight certifica-
tion test just days-before the:
flight. The board determined'
. that fatigue “most_ likely” was
" not:a factor, although Conry’s|

normal sleep pattern was dis-,
l rupted by flying the previous|

day and working a Thursday
night shift int his second job as
apurse, o

Engleman, the NTSB chair
¢ woman, focused on~trgining?
¢ She said-she does not consider
’ it 2 “loophole” that charter air<
lines. are- not. required tto give
coordinated crew trainting-to
their pilpts, but more like a
“hollow spot” that the board
séeks tofill. f

She also stressed the need
for the FAA to regulaté safety in
charter operations to levéls red
* quired fox.commercial aitlines.

Had thé FAA ¢onducted en-
Joute inspections of Aviation
[ Charter’s flight operations, she:
said, FAA inspectors “would;
have known better what was,
- or what was not going on on-
" board.” ‘ L
* BPAA spokesman, Les Dorr
said agency officials are curi-
ous about the criticisim. Avia-
tion Charter last year received
“the second-highest number of
inspections” of any carrier
overseen by:the agency’s Min-
neapolis Flight Standards Dis«
trict Gffice, he said,

. Engleman also lamented
. the absence of flight récorders,
1 which prevented the board
from knowing “everything that
happenedin the cockpit.” :

Greg Gordon isar
ggordon@micelatchyde.con,




D-350 {Rev. 5-8-81}) 0 1] -

{Indicale page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

{Mount CEpping in Space Below)

pae: 3|11 }D ¢

Editions
~
Title: "Dum"hm, Subtue

Charactef:

N

a Uan-PP~(3l 3.
comacan gl T ey Chssification:
r . kop, a prwate p]loii_l Submitting Office:
1 ;_\. ! 248 hqux;s of flight tinié, ‘18.9
! PllOt s h’ﬁ h‘d | o the*°SR22 - ‘; 3 tindexing:
i VFR-only.certificate for SR- 225 g
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' ¢onditions varied from anostly,
cloudy 1o cedr, depending

upon‘theix Iocauon, the NTSB.
report said, 4

Prokop called the Prmceton,
'an - iﬂlght _sérvice.. station

caused crash,,

NISB reponts.

HEwsmsum-: ,
i b .

. The declsion to ﬂy m T

rial' ‘conditions; I:xelppd. cglu?e

| the Janlary ‘2008, piane;crash

that’ killéd two Grand‘Ra‘pxdg

menﬂ el T TR
piloti Garyrvakop,eWp and

- James Kosak;i51; : dieduwhen:

Prokop’s:Cirrus(SR-22.crashed
near Hill City at 6:38 am. on
- Jan. 18 2003

.|
Accoramgtotheﬁnal repoxﬂ't

released last month; by{the Na. |

| tHonal 'l‘ransportatmn Safety
Board, the probable catiseof
the .accident Jvas disonenta

tion. experlenced by’ the: pilot,
due to A% lack of. ,v;sual referd
ences, ,and”a’ failure, to. ;nam,
_ tamaltltude" L

“Contnbuﬂng ffactors( Wwere
- thel:pilot's: .m1prcpen 'declsmn
to attempt flight:intd’

VFR(visual flight riles) condi- f

tions, his inadvértent: flight
into” iistrument: meteorclogis
cal conditions, the low lighting
conditiorizand the:itrees; ‘the.
[ report conclided, . s

 500oot- lonig path

fiéye H AWéather ‘briéfing less

than an hour beforesthe flight
began. He. noted, that, Grami
Rapids was overcast ‘but that

. he was“Thoping t0 slide wgder:
-neath it:and then,clintb out!’

said’ the NTSB document re-

.cording the hzstory of the fatal
Dights:

i witiess i 1n‘ ’Cnty

ported ;seeing’ ‘4 plaiie: tha{

“seeméd, o’ be following: thé
highwaly,” ﬂymg low, - "
‘ “!.t‘; Tie’ wbeen- twor zblocks
east; she'drhad.thit -the, waten
tower, 1the, report‘quotes)}um
assaying: . e .

Other” wamésspsralso(,re-‘

portéd séeing the ‘plane’ﬂying
low ‘and’ fast‘befere it crashed
ina. 1eve1 wooded’area dtla
15-degr,ee Sedotim angleTht
vestigators found‘ ‘the! " PSS
wrec scattemti OVeE a
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